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Doctor Blund’s Text 


By Rev. F. W. Boreham, D.D. 
Kew, Victoria, Australia 


I 


The doctor was the worst man in Bartown, and that was | re 
saving a good deal. For Bartown had the reputation of being}; . 
‘the wickedest little hole in all England.’ It is Harold Begbie| 


who, in The Vigil, tells its story. Dr. Blund, he assures us, 


‘The Angel.’ In a professional point of view, only one person 
in the little seaside town believed in him, and that was the 
broken and bedraggled little woman whose whole life had been 
darkened by his debauchery. 


Mrs. Blund was never tired of 


t 
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spent most of his time drinking gin and playing billiards at|@ 


ees 


ox . 
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singing the doctor’s praises. When 
she introduced him to a new- 
comer, and told of his wondrous 
cures and amazing skill, he lis- 
tened like a man in a dream. ‘Dr. 
Blund,’—so runs the story—‘Dr. 
Blund was twitching with excess 


of alcohol, and only muttered and | 


frowned as his wife talked of his 
powers. The terrible old doctor, 
with his hairy, purple face and 
his sunken eyes, seemed to think 
that his wife was doing him the 


| 


| scarcely be expected that such a 


most dreadful dis-service. It was 
wonderful that this little woman, 
instead of shrinking from exhibit- 
ing her husband, should have so | 
pathetic a faith in the dreadful-| 5 a text, “Exé¢ept a man be 
looking rogue that she evidently | porn again . . . ” You know the 
fancied that he had but to be seen | words, Born again. What does that 
to be chosen as medical adviser.’ | mean?’ 


Ao Seen eeee sir waged The doctor, in his professional 


'eapacity, had often seen a child 


thay eee 2 os aoenrggenra tae | draw its first breath, and had been 
g. y , 5 impressed by its utter pastless- 


the book I find Mr. Rodwell, the | caits SE> Sad eaten ten -pamindl 
young rector, standing at the — u gret, 


Dr. B. H. Carroll 
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This Is It! 


At midnight, July 1, the sub- 
scription price for THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD qpes up to $2.50 per year 
($3 per year in Canada and foreign 
countries, on account of extra post- 
age we pay). 

On all swbscriptions that are mail- 
ed and postmarked before midnight, 
July 1, we offer the following rates: 


'street-corner talking to Mr. Shor- 
der, the wealthy manufacturer. 
'They are interrupted. Mrs. Blund 
‘comes hurrying breathlessly 
‘round the corner. 

‘Mr. Rodwell,’ she pants, ‘please 
come at once! Dr. Blund! He’s 
asking for you! I’ve been to the 
vicarage, I’ve been everywhere, 
hunting for you. Don’t delay a 
moment, please!’ 


| Richard Rodwell was an earn- 
est young clergyman, who had 
ideas of his own about things; and 
the task to which he was now 
summoned was very little to his 
taste. He saw in Blund a man who 


= 


One subscription in United States, 
or to our Armed Services, $2; 


Two or more subscriptions, $1.50 
each; 


For ten yearly subscriptions at 
this low rate, we give free the 
editor's new book, “A Know-So 


; 
' 
' 
j 
' 


' 
; 


had lived hideously and was now 
concerned to avert his just pun- 
ishment. He tried to believe that 
there was some hope for such a 
wretch; but the attempt was not 
altogether successful. He bent 
over the dying man and talked of 
mercy and repentance and for- 
giveness. But the words did not 


come from his own soul, and they 
did not comfort the soul of the 
man to whom they were ad- 


Salvation,” 187 pages, hard library 
binding. Beautifully printed and 
bound. Canadian and foreign sub- 


mercy of God,’ replied the vicar. 
‘It’s in the Bible, what I mean,’ 
returned the dying man. 
‘What is it?’ asked Rodwell 
soothingly. 


THE LORD of this offer. Rush your 
subscriptions in. Address the Sword 
of the Lord, Wheaton, Illinois. 
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nothing to forget. Everything was 
before it; nothing behind. And 
here was a text that seemed to 
promise such an experience a sec- 
ond time! To be born again! What 
was it to be born again? The dy- 
ing doctor asked his _ insistent 
question repeatedly, but the vicar 
was out of, his depth. He giound- 
ered pitifully. At last the doctor, 
to whom every moment was pre- 
cious beyond all price, lost pa- 
tience with the hesitating minis- 
ter and changed the form of his 
question. Looking fixedly into his 
visitor’s eyes, he exclaimed: 

‘Tell me, have you been born 
again?’ Rodwell hung his head in 
silence, and the voice from the 
bed, went on. 

‘Have you ever known in your 
life,’ he asked, ‘a moment when 
you felt that a great change hap- 
pened to you? Are you pretend- 
ing? Have you ever been conscious 
of a new birth in your soul?’ 


The vicar fenced with the ques- 
tion, but it was of no avail. The 
dying man raised himself sudden- 
ly on an elbow. ‘You can't help 


© pe d. 
scriptions are 50c more per year. a, something else!’ he|me!’ he cried angrily. He seized 
THIS 1S THE LAST CALL. This is the gasped. Rodwell’s wrist packages ae 
last announcement in THE SwoRD OF 4| “There is nothing outside the| fiercely. As he spoke, the fingers 


tightend their grasp, and he bent 

Rodwell’s hand down to the bed, 

as it were for emphasis. 
‘You don’t know,’ he 


(Continued on page 2) 


cried. 
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SUNDAY AFTERNOON CROWD 
TED CRUSADE, LOS ANGELES. 


AT THE END OF THE FIRST WEEK JACK SHULER UNI- 
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Watching 
Jesus 
on 
the 
Cross 


By B. H. Carroll, D.D. 
Long pastor First Baptist Church, Waco, Texas, Founder of 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, Ft. Worth. 


A commencement sermon delivered at Waco, Texas, July 
17, 1869. 

“Sitting down they watched him there.’’—Matt. 27:36 
__ Jesus is'dead! Malice has done its work. At last, “It is 
finished.” Envy, jealousy, and madness have fully glutted 
their vengeance. The lifeless Galilean hangs mangled and 
bleeding upon the Roman cross. The mild, loving eye that 
wept o’er the sorrows of the bereaved sisters, and looked with 
mournful, penitential power at erring Peter in the judgment 
hall, is closed. Those gracious lips, sweet channels of God’s 
great grace, are dumb. That voice that spake a world into 
being, that spake as never man spake, is strangely hushed. 
That authoritative tongue that spoke the magic “Talitha 


Cumi,” that said “Arise” to the young man of “Nain, that — 


at the tomb of Lazarus, dead four days, cried, “Take ye away 
the stone’”—aye, that wooing tongue whose tones but yester- 
day were burdened with authority and Salvation, is silent now, 
or only heard in the echo of that last, loud, wailing shriek, 
“Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani ?” 


Jesus is dead! That brow that 
bore the crown of Heaven’s maj- 


a 


against the widow and the orphan, 


esty and power, is “marred more 
than the visage of any man.” The 
incarnate Logos is dead. Prophet, 
priest, and king all gone, at one 
fell swoop. Rest, Jerusalem, proud 
city of David, rest in security. The 
awful voice that in_ prophetic 
strains of woe pronounced thy 
doom, is speechless now. Go, proud 


widen the hem of your robe, bind 
your head with phylacteries, par- 
ade the “Urim” and “Thiimmim”; 
rejoice in rites and ceremonies, for 
the everlasting order of Melchiz- 
edek, priest of the Most High God, 
has found “an end of days.” Un- 
superseded, unsubstituted, go 
make again the Father’s house a 


(Continued on page 8) 


In A Soldier's Duffel Bag 


A War and Thousands of Miles Could Not 
Stop the Reaping of This Father’s Sowing! 


By Evangelist John R. Rice 


lineage of Aaron, glut your avarice 


This will be a sermon on sowing and reaping, but before 
we give you the Scriptures, I want to tell you a thrilling 
story. 


Yesterday I received a letter from a soldier, Private Jud- 
son B. Smith in Korea. His home is in Calhoun, Georgia. I 
want you to read his letter, which includes a statement copied 
from my little booklet, “What Must I Do te Be Saved?” 
Private Judson B. Smith wrote as follows: 


“Dear Brother Rice: 


“Realizing that I ama sinner! OW that I don’t want to live 
and believing that Christ died|  Sinner’s life again. When I 
for my sins, I here and now| 8¢t out of Korea, I intend to 
trust Him to be my personal join the church and be baptized, 
Saviour, depending on Him to| ‘%° 1! can live a better life. I ask 
forgive all my sins, change my| YU, Brother Rice, to pray for 
heart, and give me everlasting} ™eé, that I may be a member 
life, as He promised to do. I of the Christian people, 
am glad to confess Him as my| | Thank you,” 
Saviour and gladly mail this to| (Signed) Pvt. Judson B. Smith 
Jet you know. I was out on the|__Now isn’t that a lovely story? 
ocean and was looking for| When the soldier boy left home, 
something in my bag, when J| his father slipped in among his 
came across your book of ‘What clothes the little book, “What 
Must I Do to Be Saved?’ my|Must I Do to Be Saved?” Doubt- 
father had put in among my | /ess, he had prayed for the boy 
clothes. He had written on the | ™any times. Perhaps he had even 
book, ‘From Dad. Read this, urged the boy to be saved. That 
Son; it will do you good.’ I read | is altogether likely. But the fath- 
your book and everything about |er Was not willing. to let any 
God wes more clear. I know (Continued on page 7) 
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Noteworthy (¢ 


REV. RALPH DODD, formerly 
-@n evangelist on the Sword Staff, 
ehas recently accepted the pastor- 
ate of the First Baptist Church of 
DeKalb, Texas. We congratulate 
the church on this man the Lord 
das brought their way. May God 
*less both church and pastor. 
Word of Life Ten-Month Cam- 

paign Concluded 

Three Word of Life rallies, fea- 
turing Jack Wyrtzen and his evan- 
-eelistic team, have been held as.a 
climax to a ten-month evangelis- 
4ic campaign in the New England 
area. On April 25, about 500 de- 
cisions for Christ were recorded 
at an all-New England rally held 
——n the Boston Garden, Boston, 

4Massachusetts. Over 500 decisions 

—4or Christ were made on May 16 
Ln the 13th Anniversary rally held 
-«—n Madison Square Garden. Along 

with the radio staff, the rally 

—€eatured George Beverly Shea, 
Redd Harper, and Ken Boen. The 
all-Eastern-United-States rally 
was held on June 15th in the 
Ocean Grove Auditorium, Ocean 
Grove, New Jersey. This summer 
the seventh annual Word of Life 
Camp was opened in the heart of 
the Adirondack Mountains on Sa 
turday, June 20. 

. 


» ° 


Latin America Mission Holds 

Campaigns in British Guiana 

Campaigning first in the Coren- 
tyne district, British Guiana, 
where a majority of the audience 
knew no such thing as a Gospel 
4iymn, Evangelist Phil Saint em- 
phasized Gospel messages that 
were clear and simple. Altogether 
479 signed decision cards. Follow- 
-~ing these two weeks, the team 


" ’ 
moved on to New Amsterdam in 


the midst of final excitement over 
the national elections. ‘Although 
the Communist party was swept 
nto power by the political vote, 
rt J 447 people were brought into eter- 


—_ 


rah 


nal life by accepting Jesus Christ 
as Saviour. Next L.A.M. cam- 
paigns are scheduled for Septem- 
ber and October in four major 
cities in Venezuela. William L. 
Thompson, is the director of the 
evangelistic team. 
+ » * 


Not Sold.... 


The Lake Louise Conference 
Grounds at beautiful Lake Louise, 
Toccoa, Georgia, has not been 
sold: is still owned by Mr. R. G. 
LeTourneau, not being a part of 
the sale of his earth moving in- 
terests. The summer conference 
program and accommodations will 
continue as usual. The Sword:-of 
the Lord Conference on Revival 
and Soul Winning has its annual 
conference here again this year, 
July 6-12. Make reservations now 
—write A. J. Philippi, Directing 
Manager, Toccoa, Georgia. 

* * 7 


Peoples Church Holds Annual 
Missionary Convention 


The Annual Missionary Conven- 
tion of The Peoples Church, Tor- 
onto, the longest in history, was 
held from April 12th to May 6th. 
Some 55,000 people attended. On 
the closing Sunday night 4,000 
gathered for the two services. 
Over 400 had to stand and 1,000 
were turned away. The offering 
for Foreign Missions was $262,- 
000.00, the largest ever received. 
Dr. Oswald J. Smith, the pastor, 
who, with Rev. Paul B. Smith, 
the associate pastor, presided at 
all sessions of the Convention, 
stated that the church would now 
be able to maintain its 315 mis- 
sionaries and send out 25 more 
this year. To God be the glory! 
Mr. R. G. LeTourneau, Dr. Leland 
Wang, Dr. Clyde W. Taylor, and 
a score of other missionary lead- 
ers took part. iv" 

(Continued on page 4) 


Doctor Blund’s Text 


(Continued from page 1) 


“You're pretending. The words you 
éay are words for the living. I am 
-@ dying man. Have you the same 
message for the living and the dy- 
4nz? Have I a lifetime before me 
-¢n which to work out repentance? 
You can’t help me! You don't 
know! You have never been born 
again!’ 
Such a rebuke smites a minister 
like the sudden coming of the Day 
of Judgment. After his conversion 


— 


ter to his old counselor, William 
fLaw. ‘How will you answer to our 
common Lord,’ he asked, ‘that you 
mever led me into light? Why did 
I scarcely ever hear you name 
‘the name of Christ? Why did you 
mever urge me to faith im ae 


John Wesley wrote a terrible let-| . 
the words of the Church. Out of 


blood? I beseech you, sir, to con- 


sider whether the true reason of 
your never pressing this salvation 
upon me was not this—that you 
never had it yourself!’ 

‘It was a terrible discovery to 
make,’ says Mr. Begbie. ‘To think 
that he—Richard Rodwell, Vicar 
of Bartown—knew so little of the 
nature of God that he could say 
no single word that had signifi- 
cance for this dying soul! He was 
dumb. The words on his lips were 


his own heart, out of his own soul, 
out of his own experience, he 
could say nothing.’ 

‘Forgive me,’ he said, as he bent 
over the form on the bed, ‘forgive 
me for failing you. It is not Christ 
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We Need More 
Jeremiahs! 


There is a false belief abroad 


that only gentle, tender, loving 
persuasions are in harmony with 
these New Testament times. It 
is all a mistake! Never in the 
world’s history were fearless, reso- 
lute, whole-souled prophets ‘called 
for and needed more than today. 


This age needs Jeremiahs to tell 
the truth, the whole truth, please 
or displease, dungeon or not dun- 
geon, mire or no mire! To speak 
God’s judgment prophecies and 
God’s unvarnished Truth in Mon- 
arch’s court, and the nobleman’s 
mansion, and the poor man’s cot- 
tage and to all it may concern, re- 
quires Jeremiahs!—General Wm. 
Booth. 


who has failed; it is I.’ He turned 
to go. The dying man opened his 
eyes and looked at Rodwell sadly 
and tragically. 

‘Try to learn what those words 
mean,’ he muttered. ‘Born again! 
It’s the bad man’s only chance.’ 

They parted, never to meet 
again; and from another minis- 
ter’s lips the doctor learned the 
secret for which he craved. 


II 


It is very difficult to excuse Mr. 
Rodwell, especially when we re- 
member that the words that the 
dying doctor found so captivating, 
and that he himself found so per- 
plexing, were originally intended 
to meet just such cases as that 
of Dr. Blund. 

‘What is it to be born again? 
How can a man be born again? 
asked the voice from the bed. 

‘How can a man be born when 
he is old? asked Nicodemus, as he 
heard the Saviour’s words uttered 
for the first time. 

‘When he is old!’ To Nicodemus, 
as to Dr. Blund, there was some- 
thing singularly attractive about 
the thought of babyhood, the 
thought of pastlessness, the 
thought of beginning life all over 
again. But to the aged ruler, as 
to the aged doctor, it was an in- 


soluble enigma, an_ inscrutable 
mystery. 
‘How?’ asked Nicodemus of the 


Saviour. ‘How can a man be born 
when he is old?’ 

‘How?’ asked Dr. Blund of Mr. 
Rodwell. ‘How can a man be born 
again?’ 

We all feel that, unless the Gos- 
pel can meet just such cases as 
these, we might almost as well 
have no Gospel at all. And yet we 
have also felt the force of that 


persistent and penetrating How? 
Dr. Blund is no frolic of Mr. 
Begbie’s imagination. Dr. Blund 


is the representative of all those 
—and their name is legion—who, 
in the crisis of the soul’s secret 
history, have turned towards the 
Saviour’s strange saying with the 
most intense wistfulness and 
yearning. Let me cite three in- 
tances—each as unlike the others 
as it could possibly be—in order 
to show that all sorts and condi- 
tions of men have at some time 
felt as Dr. Blund felt in those last 
hours of his. John Bunyan, the 
tinker of Bedford, was born in 
the seventeenth century; the Duke 
of Wellington, soldier and states- 
man, was born in the eighteenth 
century; Frederick Charrington, 
the London brewer, was born in 
the nineteenth century. From a 
great cloud of available witnesses 
I select these three. 


As to John Bunyan, the story 
of the beginnings of grace in the 
dreamer’s soul is familiar to us 
all, but it will do-us no harm to 
hear it from his own lips once 
again. ‘Upon a day,’ he says, ‘the 
good providence of God called me 
to Bedford, to work at my calling; 
and in one of the streets of that 
town I came to where there were 
three or four poor women sitting 
in the sun talking about the things 
of God; and being now willing to 
hear them discourse, I drew near 
to hear what they said; but I 
heard, yet understood not; they 
were far above, out of my reach; 
for their talk was about a new 
birth? 

‘Their talk was about a new 
birth!’ 

‘Ye must be born again!’ 

‘I heard,’ says Bunyan, ‘but J 
understood not!’ 


— 
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Front of Youth for Christ Building in Wheaton. Back 
portion is two stories. Neighbors of the Sword of the Lord, 


Youth For Christ Moves To Wheaton 


By Rev. Walter Handford, Mer. 
Sword of the Lord Foundation 


Youth for Christ International 
publicly dedicated their new build- 
ing in Wheaton on Monday, June 
1. For the past four years they 
had rented space at 220 West 
Monroe Street in Chicago. 


The new building in Wheaton is 
modest but well-built of cement 
block and brick. It is about 27 feet 
by 90 feet and houses 26 workers 
including Dr. Bob Cook, president, 
Ted Engstrom, executive secre- 
tary, and Hubert Mitchell, foreign 
secretary. 

Dr. Torrey Johnson, one of the 
founders and only former presi- 
dent of Y.F.C., brought a very 
stirring message at the dedication 
ceremony. His cry was for God to 
do again through Youth for Christ 
what He did through Count Zin- 
zendorf and the Moravian revivals. 
His challenge was carefully taken 
by Dr. Bob Cook and the other 
leaders in Y.F.C. As Dr. Johnson 
led in a prayer of dedication, all 
of the visiting preachers knelt, 
laying their hands on parts of the 
building or fixtures. There was 
genuine burden for God to anoint 
anew the staff and the new build- 
ing for a great soul-winning min- 
istry. The whole dedication pro- 


gram was very warm and hearté 
moving. 

It is a great pleasure to wel- 
come Youth for Christ to Wheat- 
on. We share the same burden for 
revival and soul winning, mass 
evangelism and the fullness of the 
Holy Spirit. In his dedication mes<- 
sage Torry Johnson paid warm 
tribute to the important part Dr, 
Rice and The Sword of the Lord 
have played in bringing back 
large union revival campaigns to 
America. He reminded us that 
Youth for Christ is living proof 
for Dr. Rice’s contention that the 
day of revival is not past. 

Thank God for Youth for Christ, 
We count Bob Cook and the other 
leaders of this soul-winning cru- 
sade as choice partners in our 
stand for the really important 
things. They have stood firm on 
the fundamental doctrines of. the 
Bible. They have never wavered 
in their emphasis on soul winning 
and holy living. Thank God for 
these men of faith and vision who 
are putting God’s_ soul-winning 
program first. 

Here at the Sword of the Lord 
we count it a high honor to have 
Dr. Bob Cook on our Cooperating 
Board also. 


‘At this,’ he goes on to say, ‘at 
this I felt my heart begin to 
shake, for I saw that in all my 
thoughts about salvation, the new 
birth did never enter into my 
mind!’ 

Thus the soul of the sleeper 
awoke. He walked the streets of 
Bedford asking the old, old ques- 
tion, the question of Nicodemus, 
the question of Dr. Blund, the 
question of all. ‘How can a man be 
born again? How can a man be 
born again?’ 

From John Bunyan to the Duke 
of Wellington seems a far cry. 
But the transition may not be as 
drastic as it appears. Dr. W. H. 
Fitchett, who has made a special 
study of the character § and 
achievements of the great Duke, 
recently told the story of a re- 
markable and voluminous cor- 
respondence that took place be- 
tween Wellington and a young 
lady named Miss Jenkins. To this 
earnest and devout girl, her faith 
was the biggest thing im life. She 
had but one _ passionate and 
quenchless desire: the desire to 
share it with others. She sought 
for converts everywhere. A mur- 
derer awaited execution in the lo- 
cal gaol. Miss Jenkins obtained 
permission to visit him. She en- 
tered the condemned cell, pleaded 
with him, wept over him, won him 
to repentance, and the man went 
to the scaffold blessing her. 


Then, from the winning of the 
lowest, she turned to the winning 
of the highest. She fastened her 
eyes upon the Duke of Wellington, 
the victor of Waterloo, the states- 
man of the hour, the most com- 
manding figure in the three king- 
doms. Wellington was then: sixty- 
five, a man covered with honor 
and absorbed in public affairs. 
But, to Miss Jenkins, he was sim- 
ply a great worldly figure, and, 
in 1834, she wrote a letter—a let- 
ter winged by many prayers— 


warning him of the peril of living 
without a sure, Géep conscious- 
ness of the forgiveness of sins, 
through the redemption of Jesus 
Christ. Wellington’s iron nature 
was strongly moved. He replied 
by return of post, and thus in- 
augurated a correspondence in the 
course Of which he wrote to Miss 
Jenkins no fewer than three hun- 
dred and ninety letters. In the 
course of this amazing correspond- 
ence, Miss Jenkins begged for an 
interview, and it was granted. 
Miss Jenkins took out her New 
Testament and read the old war- 
rior these very words. ‘Verily, 
verily, I say unto thee, Except a 
man be born again, he cannot see 
the kingdom of God! ‘Here,” says 
Dr. Fitchett, in unfolding the 
story, ‘here was a preacher of 
quite a new type! A girl’s lips 
were reciting Christ’s tremendous 
words: “Ye must be born again!’ 
She was addressing them directly 
to him, and her uplifted finger 
was challenging him. Some long- 
dormant religious sensibilities 
awoke within him. The grace of 
the speaker, and the mystic qual- 
ity of the thing spoken, arrested 
him.’ To the end of his days the 
Duke firmly believed that, bv 
means of this girl-prophet, God 
Himself spoke to his soul that day. 

Mr. Frederick Charrington’s 
story has been put on record by 
Guy Thorne. He was the son of 
the great brewer, the heir to more 
than a million pounds and his 
time was very largely his own. He 
traveled and formed friendships. 
One of his earliest friends was 
Lord Garvagh. They traveled to- 
gether, and, when they parted, 
Lord Garvagh asked Charrington 
if he would grant him one request. 
‘When you are quite alone,’ his 
lordship pleaded, ‘I should like you 
to read slowly and carefully the 
third chapter of John’s Gospel!’ 


(Continued on page 4) 


“> 


Friday, June 26, 1953 


_— 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


torehouse Tradition Harms Christians, 
Churches, God's Canses 


By Evangelist John R. Rice 


“And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of 
God, that ye may keep your own tradition. For Moses said, Honour 
thy father and thy mother; and, Whoso curseth father or mother, let 
him die the death: But ye say, If a man shall say to his father or moth- 
er, It is Corban, that is to say, a gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be 
profited by me; he shall be free. And ye suffer him no more to do 
ought for his father or his mother; Making the word of God of none 
effect through your tradition, which ye have delivered: and many such 


like things do ye.”—Mark 7:9-13. 


In the time of Christ, the Phari- 
Bees were strong for “the tradi- 
tion of the elders,” and they 
counted the so-called Oral Law 
equal to the Scriptures them- 
Belves. That was a sin, and Jesus 
quoted Isaiah to them, Saying, 
**Howbeit in vain do they worship 
te, teaching for doctrines the 
commandments of men. For laying 
aside the commandment of God, 
ye hold the tradition of men...” 
«Mark 7:7,8). 

Then in the Scriptures quoted 
above, Jesus roundly charged the 
Pharisees that they rejected the 
commandment of God in order to 
keep their own tradition. 

The tradition of the elders said 
that if a man said to his father or 
mother, “It is Corban,” that is, 
that he had dedicated his money 
or possessions to God, then he 
was not allowed any longer to 
support his father or his mother. 
And thus, in order to enrich them- 
selves, the Pharisees and scribes, 
many of them supported by tem- 
ple offerings, made the Word of 
Godeof none effect through their 
traditions, Jesus said. 

In the time of the Pharisees and 
the temple worship, it was not 
wrong for a man to dedicate 
things to God. But it was wrong 
for him to make that an excuse 
for disobeying the plain command 
of God to care for his father and 
mother and honor them. It was 
not wrong for a man to give to 
God, but the Pharisees and 
scribes, by their tradition, insisted 
that he must bring all the dedica- 
ted material to the temple and to 
their use, instead of obeying God 
in the support of parents. 


So formal church leaders are 
always tempted to put church 
causes, denominational causes, and 
the treasury from which they get 
their own salaries, ahead of their 
just place. The tithe is the Lord’s 
but some church leaders want to 
insist that the tithe is the 
church’s. Many have taught what 
they call “storehouse tithing,” 
which is really no more than the 
tradition of men. And any demand 
which preachers make of people, 
but which demand is not found in 
the Scriptures, is wrong. It puts 
human tradition above the Word 
of God. 

Certainly Christians ought to 
give a minimum of one-tenth of 
their net income, then freewill of- 
ferings beyond that as God leads. 
Certainly members of sound soul 
winning churches owe proper sup- 
port to them. But some people de- 
mand that all the tithes must be 
brought to the church treasury. 
They take one part of a sentence 
out of its context in the Old Testa- 
ment, and from the term, “Bring 
ye all the tithes into the store- 
house. . .” they teach that all the 
tithes must be brought to the 
church treasury; that one does 
not really bring a tithe to God 
unless he turns it over to the 
church treasury, to be handled as 
the church requires. 


I. “Storehouse” Tithing Is a 
Tradition of Men, Not 
Bible Doctrine 


Of course this is a new-fangled, 
man-made doctrine. Not only does 
the Bible have an entirely differ- 
ent plan than this for New Testa- 
ment Christians, but no reputable 
Bible expositor in the world would 
pretend that there is a clear Bible 
teaching that Christians ought to 
bring all their tithes to the church 
treasury. They may think it would 
be wise. Or for selfish reasons they 
may wish that people would do 
so. But no reputable Bible com- 
mentator and expositor in the 
world pretends to teach this as a 
Bible command for New Testa- 


ment Christians. I have read the 
commentaries, one after another. 
Go through them if you like and 
see what are the comments on 
Malachi 3:8-12. Read what com- 
ments you can find on I Corinthi- 
ans 16:2. The great theologians, 
the great Bible expositors and 
commentators, living or gone, have 
not understood the Bible ever to 
say that Christians ought to bring 
all their tithes to the church trea- 
sury. 

No, this doctrine is so new, so 
man-made, so lacking support in 
Scripture that it would be easier 
to teach sprinkling for baptism; 
it would be easier to teach that 
Christians ought to observe the 
Jewish Sabbath; it would be easier 
to teach the Arminian doctrine of 
salvation by works and keeping 
by works; it would be easier to 
teach almost any popular heresy 
and attempt to prove it by the 
Bible than this man-made, new- 
fangled doctrine that New Testa- 
ment Christians are commanded to 
bring all the tithes to the church 


treasury. 
Someone will say, “Brother 
Rice, are you not prejudiced in 


this matter? Are you not simply 
insisting that people be free to 
give to causes outside the local 
church so your work can receive 
the support of Christians?” Thank 
God, I have a good, honest an- 
swer to that. I have all my minis- 
try known that the “storehouse” 
demand was _ unscriptural and 
wrong in principle. 

It so happens that 1 was a pas- 
tor for years. First, I was pastor 
of rural churches in Cooke County 
and Fannin County, Texas, as a 
ministerial student in the semin- 
ary. Later I was assistant pastor 
in the First Baptist Church of 
Plainview, Texas. Then I was pas- 
tor for two years in First Baptist 
Church, Shamrock, Texas. Some 
years later I was pastor for seven 
and one-half years of the Galilean 
Baptist Ghurch in Dallas, Texas, 
where God wonderfully )plessed. 
And all this time, as a pastor, I 
taught exactly what I am teach- 
ing now, that every individual 
Christian must decide before God 
where he is to give his money. I 
hoped and tried to make the local 
church program so scriptural and 
so worthwhile, so obviously fruit- 
ful, so blessed of God, that Chris- 
tian people could be encouraged 
to support that program with 
their gifts. But I never suggested 
to anybody that it was wrong for 
people to give as God put it on 
their hearts to support any good 
work of God. 


During those eleven or twelve 
years in the pastorate I wrote ar- 
ticles again and again on tithing. 
I never once hinted that God re- 
quired the tithe to be brought 
through the local church treasury. 
The Bible did not say it then, when 
I was a pastor, and when, appar- 
ently, I would have gained by it. 
The Bible still does not say it, now 
that I am an evangelist and an 
editor. On this matter the pastor 
and the evangelist will find exact- 
ly the same thing in the Bible. 
The Bible simply does not teach 
that God wants Christians to al- 
ways bring their tithes through 
the local church storehouse or 
treasury. 

Why do some pastors and some 
denominational leaders teach this 
heresy, this false doctrine? Did 
they find it in the Bible and so 
teach it of holy conscience and 
compunction? No, they did not. 
They began to teach it because it 
was a convenient way to raise 
money, and to try to increase the 
local church income, including 
their own salaries. I would not 
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blame any preacher who should 
honestly teach what the Bible 
clearly teaches, that the laborer 
is worthy of his hire, and that a 
pastor who is used of God to bless 
his people ought to have their 
support. That the Bible clearly 
teaches. But when one selfishly 
sets out to say that all the other 
men of God should not be suppor- 
ted, that all the causes which God 
has instigated and brought about 
through godly men should be neg- 


lected, starved, and left to die, 
while the pastor and his local pro- 
gram, including his salary and 


perhaps his idolatrous denomina- 
tional programs, should be pro- 
moted, then I know, and the read- 
er knows, that is wrong. 

Sometime ago a pastor insisted 
that he only taught “storehouse 
tithing’’ because it was in the Bi- 
ble. He said that he believed in it 
with all his heart. But one of his 
questioners happened to know 
that he received other income, 
tithes not given through the 
church. Some relatives who lived in 
another community and were 
members of another church pri- 
vately sent him gifts from time to 
time of their tithes. He accepted 
these tithes from relatives in the 
matter of his own support. But he 
roundly. berated any of his own 
church members who sent any 
money to God’s cause outside the 
local church budget. Does any one 
think that he _ simply taught 
“storehouse tithing” because he 
honestly believed it was taught in 
the Bible? I do not believe it. 


I know a great and godly man 
who says in his own church, “We 
believe in storehouse tithing. That 
is the plan we follow here.” He 
teaches his own church members 
that they ought to bring all the 
tithes through the local church 
treasury. Yet the same man has 
a great Christian work besides his 
church. For this work many, many 
thousands of dollars are raised 
outside. Most of it comes from in- 
dividuals and does not come 
through church treasuries. He re- 
ceives the tithes of thousands of 
people for this good work, and it 
does not hurt his conscience. He 
believes in “storehouse tithing” for 
members of his own church. He 
does not, evidently, believe in 
storehouse tithing for others. who 
send their tithes and offerings to 
support his work. I do not be- 
grudge a penny of the money that 
goes to his great work. The work 


use of the term “storehouse tith- 
ing” is a use of convenience only, 


tion. 

Let us recognize this doctrine 
for what it is. The doctrine that 
all tithes must come through the 
local church storehouse is a doc- 
trine of convenience not found in 
the Bible, but invented of men, for 
their own purposes. It is a tradi- 
tion of men. Doubtless most of 
those who teach it mean well. 
That does not make the doctrine 
right. Doubtless a large per cent 
of the money given through such 
churches is well used. That still 
does not make it right to teach 
what the Bible does not teach, and 
to put a bondage upon Christians 
which the Bible forbids. Christians 
ought to support their ‘own 
churches, when these churches are 
Bible-believing, soul-winning 
churches, and worthy. But they 
ought not to be told that all the 
tithes should come through the 
storehouse treasury, for that is not 
taught in the Bible. It is a man- 
made doctrine, used for conven- 
ience, used: to make collection 
money easy. It is thus like the 
Catholic doctrine that priests 
should not marry which is used 
for the supposed good of the 
church, and so priests can have no 
families to whom they may leave 
an estate. It is a man-made doc- 
trine just like the Catholic doc- 
trine of purgatory from which 
people may, for a price, be prayed 
out by priests and bought out 


through masses. That is not 


and not a matter of Bible convic-} 


- 


is worthy. But I say that any such }- 


‘ NOON PRAYER MEETING IN BUICK PLANT, FLINT, MICHIGAN, CON- 4 
DUCTED BY THE WORKERS. On the left is J. Gideon, plant worker who leadé 
the meeting withg prayer, Scripture and short message. Two more groups meet in 
the same plant, and others are springing up in other plants. Why not workers in 
other factories start your own noon prayer meeting? 


taught in the Bible, but it gets lots 
of money for Catholic churches. 

Away with all man-made doc- 
trines, thought out for the con- 
venience of any group! Let us give 
Jesus Christ His rightful place as 
the Lord of every Christian con- 
science, the King of every Chris- 
tian heart, able to tell His own 
people where He would have His 
tithes and offerings used. 


But one Christian brother pro- 
tested to me that, even if this doc- 
trine were not taught in the Bible, 
it was all right to use it because 
it had good results and got lots of 
money for the church. That re- 
minds me of the naive statement 
of one Christian who said that he 
was now convinced that the Bible 
teaches eternal-salvation for the 
born-again Christian, and that 
God keeps by grace those whom 
He saves by grace. “But,” said he, 
“I don’t think you ought to preach 
it. Even if they do have everlast- 


| 
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'made rule in place of the teach- 


ing life, I think you ought to keep | 
people scared so they will live} 
right.” He thought that to preach 
a lie would do more good than the 
truth and would help Christians to 


‘thrilled at the marvelous spirituak 


live better. But he was wrong. 
Now is this unscriptural and 

selfish demand that all 

ought to be brought to the local 


tithes |ish in you the same grace also.” 


church treasury—is that an inno- 
cent fiction which, although con- 
trary to the Bible, still might be 
used without harm? 


No, a lie is always harmful. 
False doctrine always turns out 
wrong. No lover of Christ and of 
the Bible ought to believe that 
things will turn out well when we 
ignore the Bible and put a mar- 


ings of the Word of God. 


So I want to point out briefly 
some of the clear dangers and 
some of the definite harm which 
the so-called storehouse theory 
brings. It harms the local church. 
It harms denominations of church- 
es. It harms great Christian caus- 


es, 


Il. The “Sterehouse” Demand 
Dees Great Harm to the 
Individual Christiar 

God’s blessed plan about giving, 
when followed, is a source of great 
spiritual blessing. Paul was so 


revival which came among the 
Macedonian Christians when they 
gave so liberally, that he sent Ti- 
tus to Corinth, urging him to “fin- 


(Continued on page 10) 
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ANDREW MURRAY 


Introduction by RALPH G. TURNBULL 


Selections from the works of the great evan- 
gelical preacher and author whose influence 
still pervades evangelical thought on three 
continents.-A mystic, a flaming zealot, Andrew 
Murray realized the Christian life in himself, 
and in these writings he shares the flower and 
fruit of such a life—a rich heritage! 


TOWARD THE MARK 


Studies in the Philippians 
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Here is something more than the usual “ex- 
position.”’ Out. .of Paul’s Epistle to the Philip- 
pians, Dr. Paine selects sixteen priceless ideas 
and passages, describes them, analyzes them, 
and makes them profitable for both medita- 
tion and as a guide for Christian conduct. 
A book of lucid explanation and ringing in- 
spiration for those who would have in them- 
selves the mind which was in Christ, and who 


would “press on toward the mark.” $2.50 
at your lecal bookstore 
Westwood, N. J. 
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Page Four 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, June 26, 1958 


Sword Staff EVANGELIST ED- 
DIE WAGNER, 3418 W. 13th 
Street, Little Rock, Arkansas, re- 
cently finished an* eight-days’ re- 
vival series with the Temple Bap- 
tist Church, St. Paul, Dr. W. H. 
Murk, pastor, an old friend of 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD. 
Dr. Murk writes: “Eddie Wagner 
is a stirring preacher and con- 
tends earnestly for the faith once 
delivered. He is courageous and 
dares to preach the whole counsel 
of God. He quotes a lot of Scrip- 
ture and holds to the fundamen- 
tals of the faith without a note of 
compromise.” He further states: 
“A goodly number came forward 
for salvation. We shall baptize ten 
people this Sunday night as a re- 
sult of the meeting.” A total of 
21 people were converted and 60 
rededications were recorded. 

4K + * 

EVANGELIST JOSEPH 
BROOKSHIRE and team, Box 
431, Lexington, Kentucky, recent- 
ly completed a tour of Mexico, in- 
cluding a five-day stop over in 
Mexico City, following a series of 
evangelistic meetings in Oregon 


and California. Their schedule for 


Evangelists 


REPORTS FROM AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING SOUL WINNERS 


By the Editor 


the future includes meetings in 


Columbia, Kentucky and Hazleton, 
Pennsylvania. 
* * * > 


EVANGELISTS GEORGE 
SWEETING AND LARRY Mc- 
GUILL have returned from suc- 
cessful Youth for Christ crusades 
in Liverpool, England and Belfast, 
Ireland; held services at Burton- 


wood Air Base, and elsewhere, 
and many were saved. 
+* « + 

June 6, 1953—REV. PAUL B. 


SMITH, Associate Pastor of the 
Peoples Church, Toronto, Ontario, 
and Johnnie Ambrose, tenor solo- 
ist, are now in Great Britain. They 
have just concluded a great cam- 
paign in Edinburgh, Scotland in 
the Carrubber’s Close Mission 
where the auditorium was filled to 
capacity. They are now concluding 
their campaign in the famous Tent 
Hall, Glasgow, Scotland. On the 
first night they had 2,300 people 
present. After this meeting they 
will go to Belfast, Ireland; Liver- 
pool, England; Cardiff, Wales; 
and then on to France and Bel- 
gium. 
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And God Remembered 


By Dr. John R. Rice 


Modernists have robbed the true meaning of 
words like “peace of mind.” “comfort,” “con- 
tentment.” and, “renewed faith,” because they 
have declared these come from your own mind,. 
not from a right relationship with God. 

Yet, Christians do need the comfort of God, 
and have a right to seek it from Him. Dr. John 
R. Rice, beloved author, has selected the mes- 
sages in “And God Remembered” from 7 years 
of his favorite messages. Included are: “And 
God Remembered”—a blessed, comforting mes- 
sage on people in the Bible whom God remem- 
bered, and some things He graciously forgets. 
“Tears in Heaven”—startling, searching Bible- 
proved truth. “Behold the Man!"—sweet en- 
couragement to Christian and lost sinner coming to Christ in that 
He was man as well as God, and so understands our needs. “Where 
is the Lord God of Elijah?’—proves that God can and will answer 
prayer. “Exceeding Abundantly Able God”—about a miracle-work- 
ing God who wants to give us all we need and more. “The Torn 
Veil"—every barrier torn down between God and man in the shed 
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God Remembered,” at $1.50 each. I 
enclose $ . 
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Noteworthy 
News 
Notes 


Storer Elected President of 
So. Convention 


[Religous News Service] 


HOUSTON, Tex.—Dr. James W. 
Storer, pastor of First Baptist 
church, Tulsa Okla., was elected 
president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention at its annual meeting 
here. He succeeds Dr. J. D. Grey 
of New Orleans. ; 


Dr. Storer won in a run-off elec- 
tion with Dr. C. C. Warren, pastor 
of First Baptist church, Charlotte, 
N. C. There had been eight nomi- 
nees, but three withdrew. 


A native of Burlington, Kans., 
Dr. Storer has been pastor of 
First Baptist church in Tulsa since 
1931. He is president of the exe- 


Jack ShulerIn L.A. 


250 Churches in Los Angeles Area Unite in Great Tent 
Campaign with Evangelist Jack Shuler 


Los Angeles, California —- The 
Jack Shuler United Crusade for 
Christ began May 24 with the 
cooperation of 350 churches of the 
Los Angeles area. The 5,000 seat 
tent has been pitched on the same 
spot a& the Billy Graham cam- 
paign of 1949. From the very first 
service there has been an unusual 
response to the invitation to ac- 
cept Christ. 

A capacity audience with some 
standing on the first Sunday af- 
ternoon made it necessary to add 
1,000 chairs to the original num- 
ber, and the second Sunday saw 
these facilities taxed and many 
standing. 

The cooperative spirit. among 
the ministry of the area is already 


proving a stepping-stone to revi- 


| 


val power. Ministers of all denom- 


cutive committee of the Southern ‘inations have been present nightly 
Baptist Convention and president | ,.q are featured on the program. 


of the board of trustees of Okla- 
homa Baptist University. 

The Convention re-elected Geo. 
B. Fraser of Washington, D. C., 
and Joe W. Burton, Nashville, 
Tenn., secretaries; and Porter W. 
Routh of Nashville; executive sec- 
retary-treasurer. 


The Texas “I Buy Dry” 
Movement Spreading 


DALLAS, Tex.—(E/P)—The “I 
Buy Dry’” movement which start- 
ed as a local project by some 
young people in the Tyler Street 
Methodist Church, Dallas, Texas, 
has now spread all over the city 
and is going over the State of 
Texas. Many inquiries are being 
received as to how it is formed 
and how it works. 

The young people pledge them- 
selves not to patronize any kind of 


business establishment which Sells | 


beer, whiskey, or any other alco- 
holic beverage. They also let the 
bone-dry business concerns know 
that they are trading with them 
because of their not selling any 
kind of liquor. 


Promoters of the movement say, 
“All professing Christians should 
make the “I Buy Dry” movement 
a personal project. It would put 
a stop to a lot of liquor being sold 
in drug stores, grocery stores, etc. 
A list of merchants who do not 
sell alcoholic beverages should be 
placed in all Christian churches.” 
For full information regarding the 
“I Buy Dry” movement, contact 
Rev. A. A. Atkins, 921 W. Tenth 
Street, Dallas, Texas. 


Evangelist to Drop Bibles 
in East Germany 

Joplin, Mo., June 9 (AP)—Billy 
James Hargis, Evangelist of Sag- 
mount Christian resort near here, 
said today that-5,000 Bibles print- 
ed in Russian, Will be attached to 
helium-filled baloons and released 
over iron curtain territory outside 
Berlin the last week in August. 
The project will be sponsored by 
the International Council of Chris- 
tian Churches,. which is sending 
Hargis to Europe for a speaking 
tour. 


Bob Jones, Jr., president of Bob 
Jones University, has returned 
from a European itinerary includ- 
ing Madrid, arcelona, Rome, 
Florence, Venige, Milan, Zurich, 
Stockholm, On Amsterdam and 
Paris. Dr. Jonés conducted evan- 
gelistic meetings in London just 
prior to return 


Alan Redpath, pastor of a large 
Baptist church. in London, Eng- 
land, has accepted a call to be- 
come pastor of the famous Moody 
Church, Chicago, 
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Herb Hoover, choir director and 
song leader, Bob Anderson, or- 
ganist, Sam Allred, tenor soloist, 
and Bob Schaper, associate evan- 
gelist, are working with Jack Shu- 
ler in the Los Angeles campaign. 


The first children’s meeting on 
Saturday morning brought a re- 
sponse of nearly 300 decisions for 
Christ. Dr. Shuler has issued a 
special call to prayer for the fur- 
therance of the campaign, feeling 
that Los Angeles is strategic for 
the progress of evangelism 
throughout the nation. 


During one of the mid-week ser- 
vices a prayer-chain of 168 per- 
sons was formed for a round-the- 
clock series of prayer. This has 
guaranteed that 24 hours each day 
someone is on his knees in behalf 
of the Jack Shuler Campaign in 
Los Angeles. 


Doctor Blund’s Text 


(Continued from page 2) 


Later on, Charrington met Wil- 
liam Rainsford, and the acquaint- 
ance ripened into intimacy. ‘Do 
you know what I wish you would 
do, Fred?’ Rainsford said to him 
one day. ‘I wish, when you are by 
yourself, that you would study the 
third chapter of the Gospel of 
John!’ 

‘This is a very curious thing,’ 
Charrington said to himself. ‘My 
old friend, Lord Garvagh, and my 
new friend, Rainsford, both say 
exactly the same thing; and they 


both profess to be saved.’ 


Thus doubly challenged, he read 
the chapter with the closest atten- 
tion, and was arrested by the 
words: ‘Verily, verily, I say unto 
thee, Except a man be born again, 
he oannot see the kingdom of 
God!’ 

‘As I read,’ he says, ‘light came 
into my soul,’ and he ever after- 
wards regarded that moment as 
the turning-point of his whole life. 


Ill 


Now, what did these men—these 
and a hundred thousand more—- 
see in the strange, mysterious 
words that Jesus spoke to the 
aged ruler twenty centuries ago? 
That is the question, and the ques- 
tion is not a difficult one to an- 
swer. 

A new birth! To be born again! 
What can it mean? It can only 
mean one thing. ‘I wish,’ some- 
body has sung— 


I wish that there were some won- 
derful place 
Called the Land of Beginning 
Again, 
Where all our mistakes and all 
our heartaches 
And all of our poor, selfish grief 
Could be dropped, like a shabby 
old coat, at the door, 
And never put on any more. 


The words, if they mean any- 
thing, mean that there is such a 
place. A man may have a fresh 
Start. In describing the greatest 
change that took place in his life 
—the greatest change that can 
take place in any man’s life— 
Frank Bullen says: ‘I love that 
description of conversion as the 
“new birth.” No other definition 
touches the truth of the process at 
all. So helpless, so utterly know- 
ledgeless, possessing nothing but 
the vague consciousness of life 
just begun!’ Dr. Blund was think- 
ing of the babes. whose first breath 
he had seen drawn. So innocent: 
so pastless! Oh, to begin where 
they were beginning! Oh, to be 
born again! 


Dr. Blund cannot begirf where 
they were beginning. He cannot 
enjoy again-~at any rate in this 
world — the opportunities of 
growth and development that were 
theirs. But he can be born again! 
He can start afresh! Dr. Blund 
made that discovery on his death- 
bed, and, in talking of the dead 
doctors’ exeperience, the young 
minister made the same discovery 
a day or two later. He felt his 
need; he turned in an agony of 
supplication to the Saviour whom 
he had so often preached; and he, 
too, entered into the new life. 


— - " 


‘He made the great discovery,’ 
Harold Begbie says. ‘It had hap- 


pened; the longed-for event had 
come; he stood by himself, all by 
himself, conscious now of the 
heart; no longer satisfied either 


with his own intellect or the tra- 
ditions of a church. The mircale 
had happened. He had discovered 
the helplessness of humanity. He 
had discovered the need of the 
soul. He had begun at last to see 
into the heart of things.’ He had 
been born again! 

There are two kinds of progress. 
There is the progress that moves 
away from infancy towards youth, 
towards maturity, towards age 
and decrepitude. And there is a 
higher progress, a progress that 
moves towards infancy. ‘Except 
ye be converted and become as 
little children,’ Jesus said, ‘ye 
shail not enter into the kingdom 
of heaven.’ And~the only way of 
becoming a little child once more 
is by being born again. It is the 
glory of the Gospel that it offers 
a man that chance. 


(From the book, A HANDFUL OF 


STARS, published by Judson Press, who 
publishes other books of Boreham’s ser- 
mons and his autobiography. This sermon 
used by permission of the publisher.) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Five 


The False ‘‘Protocols’’ 


And Wicked 


Anti-Semitism 


By the Editor 


Some men, in the name of Christianity, are always seek- 
ing some way to notoriety, some way to get a hearing. So 
men are tempted to raise sensational questions and make at- 
tacks on one group or another in order to get notoriety and 
a hearing. Unfortunately, a good many have brought reproach 
on Christ by thus attacking the Jews. . 

To hate the Jews is a bad business, which is foredoomed 
to failure. Consider Haman who hated the Jews and would 
have destroyed them, but was hanged on his own gallows 
intended for Mordecai (in Esther 7:10). Remember what 
happened to Hitler. Remember how Spain drove out the Jews 


and dropped to the position of a third-rate power, with her 


national greatness gone and the hand of God against her. 
Consider that just now anti-Semitism flames high in Com- 
munist Russia. Anti-Semitism is a sorry business, which God 


hates and punishes. 


Now read a letter in answer to a good brother who asked 
questions you want to see answered. 


March 5, 1953 
Dear Brother: 

You ask if I have any informa- 
tion about a booklet called “The 
Protocols of the Learned Elders 
of Zion.” You say “I am very much 
concerned in knowing whether or 
not the authorship and the infor- 
mation it contains is reliable. Re- 
cently I have been hearing that 
there is a huge, sinister Jewish 
plot behind all the trouble in the 
world today including Godless 
Communism, If this is a ruthless 
attempt to smear the Jews, I 
would like to know.” 

I think I can help you, and I 
am glad to do so in Jesus’ name. 
The So-Called Protocols Are a 


Forgery; No Large Group of 
Jews Have Such a Sinister 
Plot Against Others 


It has been carefully proved by 
scholarly research to the satis- 
faction of godly men who are 
thoroughly trustworthy, that the 
so-called “‘Protocols of the Learned 
Elders of Zion” are a _ forgery. 
They were prepared by enemies of 
Jews, to bring on Jewish persecu- 
tion. That was the conclusion of 
Dr. James M. Gray who went into 
the matter very carefully years 
ago, and the conclusion of many 
other godly and scholarly men 
who have investigated the matter. 

Years ago Henry Ford was tak- 
en in and deceived by these so- 
called Protocols. He founded a 
magazine, The Dearborn Indepen- 
dent, and carried on an attack 
upon the Jews for long months. 
However, good men showed Henry 
Ford that he was mistaken, that 
he was doing harm, that he was 
unfairly attacking a whole race of 
people who were, as a whole, inno- 
cent in this matter. Henry Ford 
stopped his paper, apologized pub- 
licly to Jews for his attack. He 
was an honest, good man, and 
when he saw how wrong he was 
he made public restitution. 

Every so often some hater of 
the Jews or some seeker for pub- 
licity brings in these “Protocols,” 
to arouse hatred of Jews and to 
get a following for themselves. 
Hitler, in Germany, followed the 
same course for the same wicked 
purposes. 

Of course, Jews are human be- 
ings. That means that some Jews 
are ambitious and ruthless, just as 
some Gentiles are. I have no doubt 
that some Jews, if they could, 
would seek power as Napoleon 
did, or as Czar Nicholas did or 
Kaiser Wilhelm, or Hitler or Mus- 
solini. I say individual Jews may 
have tried to conspire with others 
to seize power and rule nations, 
or more. That is only saying that 
some Jews would be tempted by 
ambition just as many Gentiles 
are. But there has never been a 
single authentic case known in 
history where Jews set out to en- 
slave the world. That was left, l 
am ashamed to say, for Gentile 
men to do. Jews, as a class, have 
never been a menace to the na- 
tions in which they lived. There 
is not a single case in history 
where Jews conspired, as Jews, to 
overthrow any country in which 
they lived, and to take it in charge 
for themselves, as Jews, and to en- 


slave other people. If some indi- 
viduals have taken part in tyranny 


and revolution, it has been as in- 
dividuals and not as Jews. 
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Jews Are Not Back of Communism 
and Communism Does not 
Favor Jews 


It is foolish to suppose that 
Jews are back of Communism. The 
simple truth is that right now, 
Soviet Russia has definitely bro- 
ken with the nation Israel, and is 
putting on a campaign of hate 
and persecution of the Jews all 
over the world. Anti-Semitism is 
as strong right now in Russia as it 
was in Germany during World 
War II. 

Those who accuse Jews of back- 
ing Communism and say that 
Communism is a Jewish movement 
are thoughtless and ignorant. The 
simple fact is that no one can 
remain a good Jew in religion and 
be a Communist. When one be- 
comes a Communist he must re- 
nounce his religion. Communism 
is atheistic. No one can be a good 
Communist and believe in God, or 
believe in the Old Testament as 
Jews believe it. Communism hates 
Judaism like it hates Christianity. 
Every Jew who becomes a Com- 
munist renounces his Jewish reli- 
gion, just as every Gentile who 
becomes a Communist renounces 
his religion. Any Jew who becomes 
a Communist is a renegade Jew. 

Let us grant that an unconver- 
ted Jew is more likely to be mis- 
led by Socialistic doctrine and by 
Communism than a_ born-again 
Christian. But a Jew i$ no more 
apt to be misled than an uncon- 
verted Gentile. We in America 
hang our head in shame at the 
great number of Socialists in Bap- 
tist, Methodist, United Brethren, 
and other churches, Dr. E. Stanley 
Jones and Bishop Oxnam, of the 
Methodist church, are very pink in 
their associations and convictions, 
but they are not Jews. Men of any 
race, and men of any religion may 
renounce their religion to become 
Communists, but it is obvious that 
Christianity is not back of Com- 
munism and it is equally obvious 
that Judaism is not back of Com- 
munism. Some individual Jews and 
individual Gentiles go wrong. But 
if I see a Gentile boy in jail, that 
would be no reason to attack all 
Gentiles. If I know a colored man 
who does not believe the Bible, 
that would be no reason for saying 
that all the Negroes are anti- 
Christian. That would certainly be 
untrue. So it is foolish and wicked 
to charge Jews, as a race, with 
Communism or with any of the 
other ills of the world. 

The ills of the world, including 
Communism, do not spring from 
any one race. They spring simply 
from two sources: 

(1) the old carnal nature, the 
taint in human flesh that is by na- 
ture against God, and 

(2) the tempting, deceiving, and 
blinding of Satan. 

And these two sources of each 
evil, including the carnal nature 
and a personal Devil, no more be- 
long exclusively to Jews than they 
do to any other race. 


Anti-Semitism is a Sin. To Hate 
Jews Brings the Curse of God 
The Jewish race is very dear to 

God. By divine inspiration Paul 

asks the question “Hath God cast 

away his people?” Then he an- 
swers it, “God forbid ... God hath 
not cast away his people which he 
foreknew.” Concerning the Jews 
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he said, “As concerning the gos- 
pel, they are enemies for your 
sakes: but as touching the elec- 
tion, they are beloved for the 
Father’s sake. For the gifts and 
calling of God are without re- 
pentance” (Rom. 11:28-29). God 
has never repented nor changed in 
calling the Jews a chosen race of 
people. He still has plans for Is- 
rael as a nation. 

Now God has a great principle 
which He states many times in the 
Bible. To Abraham He said, “And 
I will bless them that bless thee, 
and curse him that curseth thee: 
and in thee shall all families of the 
earth be blessed” (Genesis 12:3). 

God gave a similar covenant to 
Isaac. Then when Isaac _ pro- 
nounced upon Jacob the blessing 
of God, by divine inspiration, he 
said, “Cursed be everyone that 
curseth thee, and blessed be he 
that blesseth thee” (Gen. 27:29b). 

It becomes clear that God was 
not just making a covenant with 
Abraham, or Isaac, or with the 
man Jacob alone. He was blessing 
a whole race of people. It has al- 
ways fared ill with the people who 
persecuted the Jews and has fared 
well with thoSe who protected the 
Jews. This will be true even furth- 
er in the future. See Deuteronomy 
30:7; Isaiah 14:1, 2; Joel 3:1-8; 
Micah 5:7-9; Haggai 2:22; Zecha- 
riah 14:1-3. And note also that in 
Matthew 25:40, 45, when Jesus re- 
turns to reign, He will give special 
blessing to those who have loved 
and visited and protected “these 
my brethren,” the Jews, during 
the tribulation time. 

To arouse a hate between races 


is always sinful and wicked. It is 
particularly sinful to arouse hate 
for the Jews. Even though most 
Jews are unconverted, the race is 
dear to God. They are, as the Bi- 
ble says, “beloved for the Father’s 
sake.” We have a Jewish Bible, 
a Jewish Saviour. When Jesus 
comes to reign on the earth it will 
be a Jewish kingdom. It is most 
unbecoming for any Christian to 
ever take part in arousing hatred 
for Jews. If a Jew does wrong he 
may need punishment, but his 
punishment ought to be because 
he did wrong, not because he is a 
Jew. And when a Jew does wrong, 
it should be blamed on the natural 
sinful nature just as it ought to 
be when a colored man _ does 
wrong, or when a Swede does 
wrong, Or a member of any other 
race. No race, no tribe has any 
monoply on the sinful carnal na- 
ture. Sin grows just as fruitfully 
in a Gentile as in a Jew. To arouse 
hate against Jews or to have any 
part in anti-Semitism, is a sin 


that will be punished of God se- 
verely. 
I thank you for your letter. F 


| hope what I have said will be help- 


ful. In Jesus’ name, yours, 
John R. Rice 

Same Better Ching 

The little purling streams of 
things go singing to the sea, 

The passing joys of earth and time 
that once laid hold on me; 

But I have seen a vaster tide tham 
they have ever known, 7 

And I have heard a mightier song 
that drowns the _§streamilets’ 
tone: 

For I have seen the face of Christ 
and I have heard His voice, 

And in that swelling flood of joy 
my spirit’s deeps rejoice. 

The little pleasant, passing things 
that meant so much to me 

Are lost in ocean fullness as the 
streams within the sea. 

ANNIE JOHNSON FLINT? 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, June 26, 1953 


I. 
Jesus Saves 

A prayer meeting attendant 
spoke to me about my seeing a 
sick woman, giving me her ad- 
dress. I went to the address and 
was about to be denied an en- 
trance until I let the lady helper 
know I was a minister. “I have 
just given ‘her sleeping medicine,”’ 
said she. I saw the sick woman 
was in no condition for a lengthy 
conference, but sensing her to be 
a very sick person, I could not 
go away without a word about 
Jesus so I asked, “Are you a 
Christian?” She replied, “I ought 
to be for I try hard enough.” How 
hard it is for people to see they 
are to let Jesus do the saving! 
I told her it was not a matter of 
trying but that of trusting Jesus, 
quoting John 3:14-18, 36, and Acts 
16:30, 31. She was very sleepy 
from the medicine and so with a 
word of prayer, I left. I couldn't 
wait though. Sitting down, I wrote 
her. a letter, giving Scriptures to 
show that all are under sin, Gen- 
esis 6:5, Ecclesiastes 7:20, Isaiah 
53:6, Romans 3:10-38, and I John 
1:8, 10. Then Scriptures that pre- 
sented Jesus as Saviour, John 1:2, 
9, John 5:24, and Matthew 1:21, 
John 19, etc. 


Upon my next visit I saw the 
sick woman bright and refreshed, 
I said, “You got my letter, didn’t 
you?” She replied, “I surely did. 
My daughter read it to me.” Then 
I asked further, “You have trust- 
ed Jesus, have you not?” 

“Oh, yes, I have.” 

“You. are not going to trust 


anything or anybody but Jesus 
ever to save you?” 


“ .. the word of the Lord. . . Not by 
might, nor by power, but by my spirit, 
saith the Lord of hosts.”—Zech. 4:6 


By Dr. D. A. (Scotchie) McCall 
Minister of Revival Promotion, 
Sword of the Lord Foundation 


“That is right.” 

Another soul had been saved! 
Then, we talked of prayer, Bible 
reading, and other things of the 
Christ life. 


What a thrill! Jesus saves! 

Help us here at the Sword of 
the Lord to continue getting the 
Gospel to the lost all over the 
continent and beyond. Acts. 1:8. 


IT. 
The Old Old Story 


Read Matthew 11:15-19. 

Every preacher’ should find 
God’s message and preach it. Read 
Jonah vs. Jeremiah. Every Chris- 
tian should find God’s will for him 
or her and follow hard in it. Oh, 
these wishy washy, willy nilly so- 
called Christians! 

Get in THE way and stay in 
THE way! 

Through the years when I have 
preached on sin, someone would 
say, ““Why don’t you preach the 
“Gos-spell’”? When I preached the 
“good news” of the Gospel, one 
would say, ‘“‘We need some preach- 
ing against sin.” 

Years ago I found some preach- 
ers and many laymen do not know 
an evangelistic sermon when they 
hear it! Amen! 


I don’t have to use a New Bible 
—years ago I started preaching 
Jesus, folks were saved, the saved 
grew, the church was built up. Re- 
cently, I.have used the same 
Bible and people were saved, the 
saved grew, the church was built 
up. Doxology! Why should I leave 
something I have seen work for 
thirty-eight years in the ministry 
and go after something I know 
will not work? As I have preach- 


The graduation at Bob Jones 
University is a very interesting 
and unique occasion. In the old 
days, when we had just a small 
number of students graduating 


every student would give a 
testimony about what the Lord 
through the school had done for 
him or her. Now when we have 
between three and four hun- 
dred, it is impossible for every 
student to give a testimony; so 
year by year we have about 
twenty or twenty-five graduates 
tell what the Lord has done for 
them. At our Commencement 
the close of May, a big percent- 
age of those who testified said 
they could not have attended 
Bob Jones University if it had 
not been for the Student Loan 


“I was able to do something for 
myself, but I could not pay all 
my expenses. I thank God for 
this Fund.” I sat there and 
thought of all of you good, 
faithful Christian people that 
could not be with us but were 
sharing in all the blessings that 
God had poured out on the 
lives of these young people. We 
often say that what a man 
would do for the Lord 
could do it, in the sight of the 


if you could, send thousands of 
people to the mission field. You 


God’s work. Well, not many 


united can help thousands. Re- 
member, the Student Loan En- 
dowment Fund, in which you 
have invested some of the 
Lord’s money, is a permanent 
fund. If the Lord tarries, in 


Dr. Bob Jones Says: 


borrowing from this fund and 


because the school was small, | 


Endowment Fund. They said, 


will go to the mission field and 
/some of whom will be working 
for the Lord at home, and you 


around 
counting on you 


Standing by us until we reach 
if he 


Lord, he has done it. Many of | 
you who read these lines would, | 


'know our policy is to go as far 
would help thousands of young | 
people get a Christian training | 
so they would be equipped for | 
further later. Please let us hear 
people as individuals can help | 
thousands, but many individuals | 


| 
' 
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years to come students will be 


attending Bob Jones University. 
The investment you have made 
will be paying dividends on 
earth and also in heaven. I told 
you that one of the most diffi- 
cult decisions I ever made was 
when I made up my mind to 
set aside half of the money you 
send in for the Student Loan 
Endowment Fund to get the 
Gospel to the mission field. It 
was hard to decide to do that 
because I felt that it would take 
longer to raise the Student 
Loan Endowment Fund. But we 
went on and did it because we 
thought the Lord wanted us to 
do it. Now, remember, when you 
send in money for the Student 
Loan Endowment Fund, you are 
helping us train educated Chris- 
tian workers, some of whom 


are helping get the Gospel to 
the ends of the earth by helping 
spread the Gospel through the 
missionary contacts we have 
the world. We are 
to keep on 


the goal. If we get the million 
dollars for the Student Loan 
Endowment Fund in shape, we 
may be able to do more for 
missionary work later. You 


as you can on the right road, 
and that is what we are doing 
now. We may be able to go 


from you, and help us all you 
can. Thank you and God bless 
you. 


BOB JONES, Founder 
Bob Jones University 
Greenville, S. C. 


(Advertisement) 


Church 
Leaves 


A.B.C. 


From the Lewiston, Idaho 
Morning Tribune for April 3, we 
are glad to publish the following 
news article: 


Church Drops Affiliations 


Clarkston First Baptist Church, 
which will celebrate its 50th an- 
niversary this year, voted unani- 
mously to withdraw from the Na- 
tional Council of Churches and 
the American Baptist Convention, 
at a meeting Wednesday night at 
the church, the Rev. Arthur Houk, 
pastor, reported yesterday. 

The church members also voted 
unanimously to accept a doctrinal 
statement which was presented to 
them, with the approval of the 
Board of Deacons. 


“By withdrawing from the 
American Baptist Convention we 
have not ceased to be a Baptist 
Church,” Mr. Houk said. “In fact, 
with the adoption of our doctrinal 
statement, I feel that we are more 
Baptistic than ever and have ex- 
pressed ourselves as believing in 
the Virgin Birth of Christ, as the 
founders of Clarkston Baptist 
church did.” 

In 1913, the American Baptist 
Convention numbered 13,245 
churches and the 1951 annual re- 
port shows 6,706 churches, Mr. 
Houk said. 

“Many local independent Bap- 
tist churches had withdrawn from 
the Convention because of mod- 
ernistic theology taught in Con- 
vention seminaries and preached 
in the pulpits of Convention 
churches,” he declared. 

Mr. Houk added, “I am by un- 
shaken conviction a Fundamental- 
ist.” 

“The National Council will have 
to subtract the membership of 
the Clarkston Baptist Church from 
its claim to represent 34-million 
Protestants, as the Council no 
longer represents us,” the pastor 
concluded. 

THE SWORD OF THE LORD con- 
gratulates the Clarkston First 
Baptist Church and pastor on its 
clear starid to support the funda- 
mentals of the faith by leaving the 
American Baptist Convention be- 
cause of its modernism. 


Washington 


ed the Gospel, I have seen 1-2-5- 
§-10-25-35-48-53-85 people come to 
Christ! Doxology! Why should I 
preach something new? In the 
pastorate preaching from _ the 
same Old Book, I have’ seen 
church memberships double, tre- 
ble, and quadruple! Doxology! 
Why should I change Bibles? 


I have seen old hardened sin- 
ners become saints! I have seen 
wild young people come to follow 
the Lord and lead beautiful lives! 


Doxology! 

I am staying by His Book, by 
His Gospel! 

“Oh, who will come and go 
with me? I am bound for the 
Promised Land.” 


Il. 


God’s Ways Vs. Man’s Ways! 

God says, “For my thoughts are 
not your thoughts, neither are 
your ways niy ways, saith the 
Lord. For as the heavens are 
higher than the earth, so are my 
ways higher than your ways, and 
my thoughts than your thoughts” 
(Isa. 55:8, 9). 

It is not difficult to see dif- 
ferences in the ways of God and 
the ways of men. 


| 1. In salvation, God does it 
_all—Jesus is a complete Saviour. 
“Seek ye the Lord while he may 
be found, call ye upon him while 
he is near: Let the wicked for- 
| Sake his way, and the unrighteous 
‘man his thoughts: and let him 
return unto the Lord, and he will 
/have mercy upon him; and to our 
God, for he will abundantly par- 
don” (Isa. 55:6, 7). These words 
tell the sinner to turn to God. 
He is not to turn to God AND 
something else or somebody else. 
_Turn to God! “Jesus paid it ALL, 
ALL to Him I owe. Sin had left 
a crimson stain. He washed it 
white as snow.” “Come now, and 
let us reason together, saith the 
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THE PROMISES OF THE BIBLE HAVE BEHIND THEM GOD'S KNOWLEDGE AND POWER. 


ohn Wannamaker 


“Everybody But God” 


When Mark Twain was in Berlin, he received an invitation ask- 


ing him to call upon the Kaiser. 


“Why, papa,” exclaimed his little 


daughter, after contemplating the missive for a moment in speechless 


awe, “If it keeps on this way, 


there won't be anybody left for 


you to get acquainted with but God.” An amusing remark, mayhap, 
but one of saddest seriousness! That home is surely under a shadow 
when the occupants do not know God. 


A CHILD OF GoD CAN SEE MORE ON ! 
ON HIS TIP TOES. 


118 KNEES THAN A PHILOSOPHER CAN SER 


No Other Name 


Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved 


(Rom. 10:13). 


A native in South Africa had been seduced by a man who had a 
canteen for selling liquor and the drink had got hold of him, so that 
whenever he had a little money he spent it on what he called the 


“firewater.”’ A missionary lady me 


eting him one day told him of the 


Lord Jesus and His power to save him and deliver him from the power 
of sin. She was away for some time and on coming back the man’s 


wife asked her what she had done 


to her husband for she must have 


bewitched him. He had acted in a way the previous day as he had 


never done before. She said, “Let 


us go and ask him.” So on finding 


the man the missionary asked him what had taken place the day 


before and he told her that he ha 
on his way to the canteen to get 


d received a little money and was 
some “firewater’ when he stopped 


and turned back. On being asked how that happened he replied it was 


only a name. The lady asked him 


what name it was. He said, “May 


I tell it,” for he thought that the name was a secret talisman not to 
be uttered to others. “Oh yes,” said the lady, “Tell it.” “Well, it 


was ‘Jesus,’”’ he said. “I was on my 


way to the canteen when I stopped 


and said, ‘Jesus, Jesus,’ and the spell was breKen.” Yes, “whosoever 
shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 


—Word and Work 


(These illustrations are chosen from Dr. Mervin Rosell’s new book, DRIFTWOOD— 
gathered for you who want to build a house of TRUTH—with clean sea-washed boards 


of logic and illustrations. Price, paper bi 
Wheaton, Illinois.) 
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Lord: though your sins be as scar- 
let, 
snow; though they be red like) 
crimson, they shall be as wool.” 
(Isa. 1:18). “For by grace are ye 
saved through faith; and that not 
of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 
Not of works, lest any man should 
boast. For we are his workman- 
ship, created in Christ Jesus unto 
good works, which God hath be-| 
fore ordained that we should | 
walk in them.” (Eph. 
These Scriptures are final and ir- 
refutable! Jesus saves! God says 
so! That settles it! 

Man wants it differently how- 
ever. He wants to have a part in 
salvation. His eternal ego must 
show itself. He must work a bit 
to be saved—ad infinitum. No! 
Jesus saves! “Neither is there 
Salvation in any other: for there. 
is none other name under heaven. 
given among men, whereby we 
must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 

2. In giving, we have the same. 
ways of God and the ways of men | 
manifest. 

(1) Man wants to decide the 
proportion, but, God sets that up. 
Before the law, Genesis 14:20, and 


they shall be as white as| “saints” 


line,” 


the 
not the 


for that offering was to 
in need, and, 
lost at all! 

First, let no man get you into 
his groove in this matter of sup- 
porting the Gospel! 

Second, get your eye off self 
and keep it on Jesus wherever 
you give. 

Third, study all the Bible. God 
has told us. Let us do it. 

Fourth, we are not under dic- 


2:8-10).| tators, but a loving heavenly Fa- 


ther. 

Fifth, support His church, and, 
then all His work as far as you 
can! 


IV. 
Jesus Said—Acts 20:35 

The Sword of the Lord gives, 
and gives, and gives! Few people 
realize how much it does give. 
Just recently hundreds of you got 
free copies of “Crossing the Dead- 
It cost money to publish 
that splendid booklet. It was one 
way of getting out the Gospel. 


That was what Jesus told His 


followers to do. 
About the same time hundreds 


Genesis 28:22. Under the law, 
Leviticus 28:30. Under grace, “as 
the Lord hath prospered.” What 
proportion? I Corinthians 16:1, 2. 
Matthew 23:23. 


(2) Man wants to decide on the 
geographical area for his offer- 
ings. Jesus set that in the long 
ago— Jerusalem— Judea—Samar- 
ia—unto the uttermost parts of 
the earth—Acts 1:8. The early 
church knew the mind of Christ. 
The first recorded offering was at 
Jerusalem, Aets 2 and 4, chapters. 
Some men will tell you it is sélf- 
ish to give to local causes. Why 
lie to the Spirit? Read Acts 5:1- 
11. Some men tell you it is wrong 
to give to causes afar. Why lie 
to the Spirit? Read Romans 10: 
9-16. “How shall they preach ex- 
cept they be sent?” The Spirit 
woefully adds “But they have not 
all obeyed the Gospel.” How tiue! 

(3) Some men want to tell you 
only “missions” so-called, should 
be supported financially. Then 


of you got a free copy of a great 
book on the Resurrection. Now a 
book, A Know-So Salvation, is be- 
ing offered. Free books are given 
away through the Sword of the 
Lord Book Club. 

Free subscriptions are provided 
for hundreds of missionaries and 
others. Four free months subscrip- 
tion are given thousands of you 
with a paid one year subscription. 
.... Thousands of Gospel tracts are 
mailed free to mission fields a- 
round the world. 

Still—that is only part of the 
story! 

NOW YOU may help in this 
work of spreading the Gospel, 
winning the lost to Christ, telling 
the good news—by giving to our 
Building Fund. Many of you have 
done so already. Hundreds more 
might give to this work $1 per 
month of the Lord’s money and 
not hurt any cause but help here. 

Try it! Let us send you a pack 
of vari-colored stand-up calendar 
envelopes. They are good to look 


Paul and the Spirit were wrong in| at. They are better to use for 
II Corinthians, 8 and 9 chapters,!Him! > 
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Page Seven 


In A Soldier’s Duffel Bag 


(Continued from page 1) 


chance go by that might offer a 
way to win his son. So he put 
in the little booklet, perhaps with 
a tear, almost certainly with a 
prayer, and wrote upon it, “From 
Dad. Read this, Son; it will do 
you good.” 


On the lonely ocean, the boy 
read the pamphlet. With many 
Scriptures, it showed him that he 
was a sinner, that he needed to 
be born again, that he could not 
save himself, but that if he, with 
a penitent heart, would turn to 
Jesus and trust Him alone, he 
would have salvation. Then the 
lad solemnly signed his name. He 
copied off the statement from the 
little book in a letter, and added 
his own earnest, if 
words of testimony, 
with 
him. 

Don’t you know the father wil] 
be glad when the boy returns and 
is baptized publicly, entering into 
the fellowship of the local 
church? And the father will 
thank God that he sowed the seed. 


and closed 
a request that I pray for 


How Many Promises to 
Seed-Sowers! 

Soul-winning work is primarily 
seed-sowing. Jesus was speaking 
about a soul winner when He told 
the parable, beginning, “A sower 
went forth to sow.” Some seed 
brought forth fruit; some did not. 
But the sower sowed on good soil, 
on rocky soil, among the thorns, 
even on the hard packed turn 
row. He took every opportunity 
he could to get out the Gospel. 


In Psalm 126:5, 6, is this bles- 


sed promise; “They that sow in| 


tears shall reap in joy. He that 
goeth forth and weepeth, bearing 
precious seed, shall ° doubtless 
come again with rejoicing, bring- 
ing his sheaves with him.” Every 


Christian ought to be sowing the | 


seed to get people saved. 
This same blessed truth is 
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Pen in Galatians 6:8, 9, which 
says: “For he that soweth to his 
flesh shall of the flesh reap cor- 
ruption; but he that soweth to 
the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap 
life everlasting. And let us not be 
| weary in well doing: for in due 
| Season we shall] reap, if we faint 
not.” 

| The sinner who sows to the 
flesh in sin will reap corruption, 
| sorrow, trouble and death. But the 


| Christian wHo sows to the Spirit, 


_ that is, who uses the blessed Word 
of God, depending on the Holy 
‘Spirit to use it and bring forth 
fruit, “shall reap of the Spirit life 
everlasting.” 
| And what blessed encourage- 
ment is given in verse 9, “And let 
us not be weary in well doing: for 
‘In due season we shall reap, if 
'we faint not.” 


| 

| SUBSCRIPTIONS TO “THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD” ARE 
ONE OF THE BEST POSSIBLE 
WAYS OF SOWING GOSPEL 
SEED! In this issue of THE Sworp 
'we make our last appeal during 
‘our May-June Opportunity Sub- 
scription Offer. For $1.50 (when 
two or more subscriptions are 
sent at once) you can send THE 
SWORD OF THE LorpD to a family 
for an entire year. For less than 
| the cost of a postage stamp each 
| week, you will be sending a week's 
'Gospel reading, the best in the 
| world, with sermons by great soul 
‘winners living and dead, with 
answers to Bible questions, with 
doctrinal 
| against modernism and false cults, 
with accounts of great revivals, 
with news notes of 
Christians. For this smal] amount, 
you may change the whole min- 
istry of a preacher, or you can do 
the one thing that will bring more 
comfort, stimulate and encourage 
a foreign missionary than any- 
‘thing else you could do. For this 
small amount, you can see that 
the Gospel comes into a home 
|'where there are unsaved people, 
the Gospel so pungently express- 
ed, so attractively headlined, in 
messages by proven soul winners, 
as to win souls to Christ. For less 
than a postage stamp a week, you 
can feed the soul of a ministerial 
student, or a retired preacher, or 
'a shut-in, For only $1.50 a year, 
you can see that relatives -and 
close friends, for whose souls you 
are accountable before God, get 
THE SworpD with all its blessings 
each week. Subscriptions to THE 
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SWORD are one of the best possible | 


ways of sowing the Gospel. 
I cannot take time to tell you 


of Catholics saved, of servicemen | 


converted, of penitentiary inmates 
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Jonah Fleeing from the Presence 
of the Lord 
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* the Lord’s doing, it is marvelous...’’ A great school 
grown up in a decade. An undoubted miracle of God's grace. 
Here you will find wide fellowship, great opportunity and 
collegiate degree courses of your choice — 4 years. Also 
diploma courses—3 years. Tuition nominal. Catalog on 
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turned to Christ. During’ the 
month of May alone, we had won- 
derful letters from sixty people 
who said that they found Christ 
through our literature. Some of 
the converts were. through THE 
SWORD OF THE LorD directly; 
others through books and pamph- 
lets which we promote and spread 
through THE Sworp. We know 
that this sowing brings results. 
We know that, when it is backed 
up by prayer, God uses THE 
SWORD to change lives, to estab- 
lish people in the faith, to save 
people from modernism and in- 
fidelity. God uses THE SworpD to 
answer people’s problems and 
questions, to keep them sound in 
doctrine, to teach them to win 
souls. God uses THE SworpD to stir 
revival fires. 


“Blessed Are Ye That Sow 
Beside All Waters” 


Christians are commanded. to 
take every possible way to win 


articles, with warnings | 


interest to} 


souls. The Apostle Paul wrote 
by divine inspiration, “I am made 
all things to all men, that I might 
by all means save some” (I Cor. 
9:22). So Paul preached to the 
Jews, preached to the Gentiles. 
So Paul was poor, that he might 
reach the poor. He used his edu- 


ication to win educated people. He 


GRACE BIBLE INSTITUTE, 1515 So. 10th St., Omaha 8, Nebraska | creature is 


used his personal testimony, he 
used everything he had. Paul took 
every possible opportunity to win 
souls by any means he could, And 
so ought we. 


Among the stony mountains and 
hillsides of Judaea, not all the 
land was fit to cultivate. But by 
every stream there would be a 
little good land. Every valley was 
carefully cultivated. So Isaiah 
32:20 uses that fact to illustrate 
sowing the Gospel seed. “Blessed 
are ye that sow beside all wa- 
ters, that send forth thither the 
‘feet of the ox and the ass.” O 
Christian friends, let us plow 
every field for God! Let’s see that 
the Gospel gets to every creature! 
Let’s use every means to win 
souls. 


That is what I am trying to 
do. I have radio broadcasts on 
four radio stations each week. I 
‘hold revival services, or confer- 
‘ences on soul winning to stir 
others to win souls and to have 
revivals. We get out as widely as 
possible the little booklet, “What 


Must I Do to Be Saved?” now 
published in fourteen languages. 


I have just rejoiced in the word 
that my book, Prayer—Asking 
and Receiving, has been published 
in Denmark in the Danish lan- 
guage. We need $10,000 in the 
next two months simply to print 
the booklet, “What Must I Do to 
Be Saved?” in foreign languages, 
to be spread by missionaries, ac- 
cording to requests already in our 
hands. Then we have a staff of 
evangelists on the field, and we 
encourage other evangelists all 
we can. 

But our principle way of win- 
ning souls and bringing revival 
and getting the Gospel to every 
through THE SworpD 
OF THE Lorp, This paper is my 
burden every Waking moment. I 
must give an account to God for 
the more than twenty thousand 
ministers of the Gospel who read 
these pages and will be colored, 
'stirred, influenced, inspired by it. 
Tue SworpD goes to eighty foreign 
countries. Oh, how important it 
is that it be used to make Bible 
Christianity a living, powerful, 
life-transforming power in the 
minds of the readers around the 
world. 


| Yesterday a missionary from 
‘India, Brother Don Hillis, sat in 
my office and we prayed together. 
He thanked God for the influence 
(of THE SwWorD OF THE LorD in the 
‘mission fields of the world, and 
he asked me to consider going 
around the world to assemble and 
‘speak to the missionaries ‘and, 
‘under God, try to revive their 
souls and encourage them to ex- 
‘pect mighty soul-winning results 


for God. I must invest my life in 
the lives of these godly men and 
women who are missionaries. 

And what can I say for the 
young preachers, for students who 
read THE Sworp? They, too, are 
my burden. And what can I say 
for the thousands of families to 
whom THE Sworpd goes where 
there are unsaved members? I 
must give an account to God for 
them, too. 

I know that if THE Sworp or 
THE LORD goes as it ought, there 


schools and eolleges and semin- 
aries, students are preparing for 
full-time Christian work, influ- 
enced to surrender by THE Sworp 
OF THE Lorp. Sow the seed, wheth- 
er the wind seems right or not. 
Sow the seed, whether there is 
evidence that the clouds will give 
rain or not. 


Again, in the same chapter, Ec- 
clesiastes 11:6 says, “In the mor- 


ning sow thy seed, and in the 


i . . + % . 
}evening withhold not thine hand: 


for thou knowest not whether 


will be continuing great revivals, | cha}} prosper, either this or that, 


there will be an earnest fight to 
defend the faith. I know that if 
THE SworpD spreads as it ought, 
we will have’ Bible-believing, 
Spirit-filled, soul-winning preach- 
ers, thousands of them, to carry 


prospers and increases in circula- 
tion, | know that we can have 
more influence than any 
false cults and the new religions 
which cal]. people away from the 
blood of Christ, away from the 
new birth, away from the verbal- 
ly-inspired Bible revivals. 


* We must sow beside all waters. 


unsaved ones, send them THE 
SWORD OF THE LorpD, follow the 
messages in THE SworpD with your 
prayers, and help us to win souls? 
Will you help us who stir the 
lives of preachers, who bless lone- 
ly missionaries, who fire 
hearts of young people, through 
THE Sworpb? 
to Christian 
workers, to 
tians, to new 
all waters! 


“Where Is Your Faith?” 

Some of you, despite all] the 
evidence, do not believe that there 
is life-transforming power in the 


converts Sow beside 


Gospel] as published in THE Sworn | 


OF THE LorD. Where is your faith? 
That is the question that Jesus 


asked the apostles in Luke 8:25. | 


And again in Mark 4:40 He said, 
¥f how is it that ye have no 
faith?” Do not let your unbelief 
rob you of keeping souls out of 
Hell, rob you of the blessed reap- 
ing people may have by sending 


subscriptions for THE SworD and | 


r+ ; ~+ ; r} | pate 
following these subscriptions With | send ten, send two or five, but. #@—— 


their prayers! 
We should “sow beside all wa- 
ters.” We should take every op- 


portunity. We should spread the | 


Gospel everywhere. 


THE Sworp will go to people 
you cannot get to church. THE 
Sworp will go to people who 


would not hear a person of your 
denomination, or possibly would 
not listen to a Protestant preach- 
er. Thank God that the printed 
page can go where you cannot 
’o—to the battlefield, to the pri- 
son, to the profane and unbeliev- 
ing neighbor. The printed page 
can go to the home of your loved 
ones who scorn your testimony. 
There in their own bedchamber, 
or in their own sitting room, THE 
SworRD OF THE LORD will speak to 
them. They may not heed it aft 
first; they may not read it all. 
But at last, sooner or later, as 
it has happened in thousands of 
cases before, the unsaved man 
may see one headline or a picture 
that will catch his eye and in- 
trigue his interest. Sooner or later 
when we sow beside all waters, 
we will have fruit from our labors 
and have reaping from our sow- 
ing! \ 

You see, this sowing of the Gos- 
pel must be by faith. The results 
may not be known for many days, 
for Ecclesiastes 11:1 says, “Cast 
thy bread upon the waters: for 
thou shalt find it after many 
days.” 

And again, in that same chap- 
ter, Ecclesiastes 11:4 says, “He 
that observeth the wind shall not 
sow; and he that regardeth the 
clouds shall not reap.’ Do not be 


discouraged by the circumstances. | 
the seed, | 
then God will give fruit. We will | 
thank | 


Only believe and sow 


not win everybody, but, 
God, we can win thousands. We 
will not save 
from his unbelief, but, thank God, 
we will save some. That has hap- 


every young preacher into a D. L. 
Moody, but, thank God, many 


have been set on the path of abun- | 


dant soul winning. Already Chris- 
tian institutions have been found- 


ed through the inspiration of THE | 


SWORD OF THE LorpD. Already mis- 
sionaries have gone around the 
world, inspired and pushed out by 
THE SWORD OF THE LorpD. Already 
in twenty or thirty Christian 


boa 
| 
| heart 


. 'SWORD OF THE LorD will help me 
on the work of God. If THE Sworp | P 


' Minister 
Will you, by faith, reach out to' 


the | 


Send it, I beg you, | 
people, to Christian | 
backslidden Chris- | 


every modernist | ce 
‘the subscriptions with 
at once. 


pened before. We will not make | 


or whether they both -shal] be 
-alike good.” 
am giving an earnest call 


from the bottom of my burdened 
that every reader of THs 


sow the seed. In Jesus’ name, send 


subscriptions to THE SWORD OF THE 


_Lorp. If you pray 
of the | , ahi 


about it, God 
will help you know to whom you 
should send the paper. Perhaps 
you already know. And if you 
cannot find anybody to whom the 


Sword ought to go, then will you 


not send a generous gift to our 
and Missionary Sub- 
scription Fund? I had two most 


earnest appeals this week from 
pastors in the British Isles, one 
in Wales, and one in England, 


that I do not let the Sworp stop, 


though they could send no money. 


I had a most earnest appeal this 
week from India to the same ef- 
fect. 


Remember the Talent 
Wrapped in a Napkin! 


You may remember the Par- 
able of the Talents, in Matthew, 
chapter 25. One man had only 


one talent; he thought it of little 
moment, so he wrapped it in a 


napkin and hid it. But his lord 


pronounced a curse upon him. He 
was slothful and wicked. He had 
not used the one talent given him. 


It may be that you cannot be a 
preacher. Maybe God does not 
want you to be a foreign mis- 
sionary. But you do have this ‘tal- 
ent. You can send subscriptions to 
THE SWORD OF THE LorRD. In Jesus’ 
name,.send as many as you can. 
If possible, send at least ten sub- 
scriptions for $15. If you cannot 


‘help while you can. 


This Is the Last Call; This 
Offer Definitely Closes 
Midnight, July 1 

All subscriptions sent under this 
special] offer should be mailed and 
postmarked not later than mid- 
night, July 1. No matter where 
you are, if your letter is post- 
marked not later than midnighf, 
July 1, your subscriptions will be 
honored at this special rate of 
$1.50 per year, in the U.S.A., at 
$2 a year in Canada and foreign 
countries, when two or more are 
sent at one time. If you send one 
subscription only, the price is $2 
in the U.S.A., $2.50 in Canada. If 
you send ten yearly subscriptions 
at once, we will send you abso- 
lutely free my new 187-page book, 
A Know-So Salvation, sermons on 
salvation and assurance. We be- 
lieve this book will be very pop- 
ular, that it will win hundreds 
of souls. It has some of the ed- 
itor’s best sermons to the unsaved. 
It is vours absolutely free, sent 
postpaid, a nice  library-bound 
volume, with only ten yearly sub- 
scriptions to THE SWORD OF THES 
Lorp. Subscriptions may be either 
new or renewal. If you like, you 
may count your own subscription 
for renewal] for as many vears in 
edvance as you wish. Or you may 
send THE SworD two years each 


'to five homes, for example. We 
| 

are sorry, 
‘Canadian and foreign subscribers 


but we must charge 
50c more per year because we 
have to pay that much more in 
postage and handling. 


This is the last issue of THES 
SworpD in which we can make this 
offer. I beg you, either use the 
subscription coupon in this issue, 
or write names and addresses on 
another piece of paper, and send 
the price 


Address subscriptions to THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD, Whea- 
ton, Illinois. And may God bless 
every one who helps us sow the 
seed. You will take part in the 
_glorious reaping. Those that sow 
in tears shall reap in joy. “He 
i'that goeth forth and weepeth, 
| bearing precious seed, shall doubt- 
less come again with rejoicing, 
bringing his sheaves with him,” 
| (Ps. 126:6). 


. 
- 


piety 


at 
. 


LO ATONE eT 


we ed - Seg me 
- 


. FEF | 


1 


NERS Re get LIN OE RE ARES MME Me om Y 


Page Eight 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, June 26, 1953 


Watching Jesus on the Cross 


(Continued from page 1) 


nest of robbers and a den of 
thieves. Go, proud, rebellious peo- 
ple, and give your. spiritual alle- 
giance to Egypt, Greece, or Rome, 
for there over that still, dead body 
is written, “JESUS OF NAZA- 
RETH THE KING OF THE 
JEWS.” Oh, my soul, what mortal 
darkness fell on the world in that 
guilty hour. 


Well might the sun of darkness 
hide, 
And shut his glories in, 
When Christ, the mighty Maker 
died 
For man, the creature’s sin. 


Thus, might I hide my blushing 
face, 
While his dear cross appears; 
Dissolve my heart in thankful- 
ness, 
And melt my eyes to tears. 


And Jesus is dead! “How are 
the mighty fallen!”’ But yesterday 
disease and storm and Devil bow- 
ed before Him. “Now, none so 
poor to do Him reverence.” The 
ladder which Jacob saw, whose 
foot rested upon the earth with 
summit touching the _ sky, lies 
prostrate now. Angels have no 
passageway from Heaven to earth, 
nor man a stairway to the stars. 
Communication between the 
worlds above and below is sever- 
ed. The proud Pharisee wags his 
scornful head, and gathering up 
the rich folds of his spotless robe, 
lest he receive contamination from 
passing sinners, spits out his ven- 
om and says, “Save thyself.” “He 
saved others; himself he cannot 
save.” 


The infidel Sadducee, gloating 
over the bloody spectacle, shoots 
out his mocking lips and sneers, 
“There is no resurrection, neither 
angel, nor spirit.’’ While even from 
dark perdition, the voice of the 
impenitent thief cries out in echo, 
“If gthou be Christ, save thyself 
andj us.” The “ha, ha’s” of Hell 
are Hubilant. Mark how the great 
foe isends his demons back over 


the four thousand years of time 
to blot out the beacon lights of 
those who died in hope, and howl 
over the trusting dust of prophet, 
priest, patriarch, evangelist, and 
martyr, “There is no resurrection.” 
Go tell Isaiah his burning pro- 
phecy is but a vain dream of the 
night. Tell Ezekiel and Malachi 
their books are empty scrolls. Go 
taunt that gory head upon the 
charger of Herodias, and ask the 
bloodless lips of the beheaded Bap- 
tist, why he pointed out and said, 
“Behold the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sin of the world.”’ 
Who saw the dove-like Spirit in 
sanctifying power rest on his head 
at the baptismal waters? Was it 
not an illusion? Who heard the 
Father's voice from Heaven, pro- 
claiming, “This is my beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleased?”’ Was 
it not the muttering thunder? And 
did that voice so speak again at 
the transfiguration? Surely the 
eyes of those witnessing disciples 
were heavy with sleep, and they 
knew not what they saw. 


The Nazarene is cold and dead. 
Where now are the disciples of 
this son of Joseph? ‘The sword is 
awakened, the Shepherd is smit- 
ten, and the flock is dispersed.” 
Alienated from your brethren, 
despised by the Gentile, where is 
your hope? Will you go back to 
your nets, poor fishermen, and 
brave the malice of the Jews? 
Ah, gentle Jahn, thy head has lost 
its pillow. Go, sons of Zebedee, 
and in Golgotha pitch your tents 
of woe. Go, Philip and Andrew, 
and hide your burning shame in 
the mournful shade of Gethsem- 
ane. Go, proud Peter, and borrow 
the mantle of Jeremiah, and ‘wish 
your head were waters and your 
eyes a fountain of-tears.’ 


But oh, virgin mother of our 
Lord, thy throes are too unspeak- 
able for adequate expression. The 
prophetic sword of Simeon hath 
pierced thy heart at last. The 
shadow of apprehension, when he 


- 
-* 
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| CAN A DOG:TEACH 
YOU ANYTHING? 


: Dr. Bob Shuler says he can! Listen to this heart- 
searching lesson he draws from one dog he knew: 

“If dogs, the door shut against them, can love 
until they die; if their loyalty can be unto the death; 
then what of our cheap pretense, we who were 
builded in the image and likeness of the God of the 
Shame that we who were created for 
His joy and fellowship should have failed Him so!” 

Then again, he says, after watching a bulldog 
walkdown the street, oblivious to the yapping of 


eternities! 


small dogs: 


, 


“One or two other small dogs joined him and the 
barking became a chorus. And all the while that 
bulldog traveled steadily on up the sidewalk, looking 
neither to the right nor left, as though there were 
not a fice in God’s great universe. 

“I did not laugh. I went into my room and said 
my prayers. I prayed, ‘O God, 
dog’s got, I want!’ Oh, for the ability to walk with 
strong tread straight ahead and let them yap and 
snarl and growl and bark to their heart’s content!” 


1 HAVE KNOWN 


AND OTHER SERMONS 


foretold thy portion was thy first 
grief. The flight into Egypt quick- 
ly followed. Again ached thy 
heart when the boy of twelve was 
lost three days. Thou didst weep 
again when he staggered under 
the burden of his own cross. And 
still more bitter tears now as the 
cross bears him. Thou shalt weep 
again as his lifeless body is lifted 
tenderly down into thy loving 
arms, and yet again when he is 
buried out of thy sight. These are 
thy seven griefs, oh, Mary! Where 
now is the song of the angels, and 
the homage of the Magi? Where 
the glorious messages and an- 
nouncements of greatness thou 
wast wont to keep and ponder in 
thy partial mother’s heart? Thy 
poor words, burdened with thy 
woes, fall back on thy bursting 
heart. For thou and all these had 
trusted that “this was he who 
was to deliver Israel.” High over 
this scene of woe, so dark that 
the pitying sun refused to behold, 
infidelity rears its exultant head, 
and in mad triumph asks type for 
its antitype, shadow for its sub- 
stance, and emblem for its signi- 


| fication. 


I. Certain Classes of People 
Watched Jesus 


Under the overwhelming cir- 
cumstances thus imperfectly por- 
trayed, it is stated that having 
crucified him and sitting down, 
“They watched him there.” There 
on the cross; there, dead, they 
watched Him. This, then is our 
theme: “Watching Him there.” 
Now, let us endeavor to isolate 
classes and individuals, and deter- 
mine from the testimony what 
feelings were uppermost in the 
heart while contemplating’ the 
sublime spectacle of a dying and 
dead Jesus. For it is believed that 
by so doing a full portraiture of 
the manner in which the Gospel is 
now, and has been received in all 
ages, will be clearly shown, and 
I pray God you may not drive 
away from yourselves any convic- 
tions that become personal. 


The Enemies of Jesus Watched 
Him on the Cross 


First, then, with regard to the 
instigators of this bloody deed, 
the Pharisee, priest, scribe, and 
Levite. They gazed upon him with 
gratified malice and hate. He had 
become by life and testimony, pe- 
culiarly odius to them. He had 
unmasked their hypocrisies, laid 
bare the rottenness of their wor- 
ship, and held them up to the 
world as painted sepulchres or 
ravenous wolves, until they felt 
that unless his influence was ef- 
fectually checked, the control they 
exercised over the people would be 
destroyed and themselves deprived 
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_...copies of “What New Doctrine Is This?” 
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Also by Dr. Shuler 
“What New Doctrine ts This?” 


For pungency of lan- 


ness, for spiritual insight, 
for heart-moving power, 
these are among 
greatest messages pub- 
lished in this generation. 
There is an integrity of 
thought, 
ness, a deft insertion of 
profound illustration, 
and a practical common- 
sense approach to moral 
problems that will keep 
you reading steadily to 
the end. 


- What New Doctrine Is This? 
The Law of the Harvest 

My Brother and I 

Paul Answers David 
Breeding and Growing Death 
A Circuit Rider’s Sermon 

- The Truth We will not Face 
. God’s Atomic Energy 

- When Is It Finished? 

10. Getting Set for Time and Eternity 
ll. A Cure for the Incurable! 
12. Battling the Stars. 


Sturdily bound in buff mactex, simulated 
CE. Be IN i ae ine cei nsieiimehd $2.00 


for holy bold- 


the 


a persuasive- 


CHAPTER TITLES: 


You'll find many, many more such pungent illustrations in this commemorative book. This year 
Dr. Shuler retires after 55 years of preaching, 33 of them as the uncompromising, dynamic pastor 
of the large Trinity Methodist church of Los Angeles. This book has six of his sermons: 1. Some 
Bogs 1 Have Known, 2. A Nation’s Chief Asset, 3. The Loneliness of Jesus, 4. The Way, 5. The 


promise, lukewarmness, 


Then there are four other sermons: one by Dr. Shuler’s 
father, Rev. J. W. W. Shuler, and one by each of the 
, preacher sons, Jack, Phil, and Bob Jr. The sermon by 
Jack Shuler is “History’s Horror Picture,” winning second 
- prize in the Sword $1,000 Evangelistic Sermon Contest. 
' We think it is one of the greatest sermons printed in 
; America in the last dozen years. 

; A colorful volume, with 8 pages of pictures, 10 ser- 
mons, 144 pages, will be a blessing, and convict of com- 
I 

| 

i 
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Order from your Book Store or 
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and unbelief. Price $2.00 


It seems that the tobacco ques- 
tion will not down, and rightly so, 
for there are no good reasons why 
this poisonous weed should be 
taken into the system, while there 
are many reasons why it should 
not. One of these is the cancer 
question, which alone is sufficient 
proof why the discussion should 
continue. 

The last quarter of a century 
has seen an amazing increase in 
the use of tobacco among all class- 
es and ages, with a corresponding 
increase in numbers of new cases 


A Physician’s Word 


of cancer of the lungs. It is now 
positively known that the great 
majority of these occur in people 
who use tobacco, while it is rarely 
found in non-smokers, thus def- 
initely establishing the fact that 
tobacco smoke is a cause of can- 
cer of the lungs. 


Should not the church, as well 
as the medical profession, be con- 
cerned about anything that so de- 
files the temple of the soul? ... 


C. C. Ross, M.D. 
Columbus, O. 


of their iniquitous living. Hence, 
with gratified malice and hatred, 
they gazed on him, dead; no more 
to rebuke, expose, or destroy. Ex- 
treme selfishness and conceit were 
their ruling propensities. Look 
well on this picture. They believ- 
ed in a Saviour, but a Saviour of 
their own. 


Not so the Sadducees, a sect 


that arose many years after the 


last prophet, young Malachi, had 
spoken for God. In the long lapse 
of years that intervened between 
the national testimonies of Jeho- 
vah, men began to presume on 
the deprivation of prophets, and 
say, “There is no resurrection, no 
hereafter, no judgment, neither 
angel, nor spirit.” Hence we say, 
that it was with emotions of pro- 
found evil the infidel Sadducee 
contemplated the cross. We might 
say a fiendish. exultation charac- 
terized his joy in witnessing the 
death of the great exponent of 
God’s love and justice. They were 
more allied to Hell than the Phar- 
isees, from the nature of their 
faith. I believe there is no instance 
in the divine record of a Sadducee 
being saved. This world alone, 
present gratification, was the ac- 
me of their desire. The height of 
their ambition was to be fore- 
most here, circumscribing within 
the narrow limits of time and joys 
and sorrows of existence. Not for 
ten thousand worlds would they 
believe in a judgment to come. 
Therefore they gloated and feast- 
ed their eyes on the death of one 
who declared that even every idle 
word, together with the thoughts 
and intents of the heart, would 
be scrupulously weighed in the 
balance of God’s unbiased and un- 
swerving justice. Mark the Sad- 
ducee. 


The Idly Curious Watched Also 


But there was a_ class much 
greater, numerically speaking, 
that watched our dying Lord. I 
believe their number retains its 
proportions of the sum total at 
this day. They watched him with 
idle curiosity, with just the same 
feelings with which they would 
look on the scenes of a Roman 
amphitheatre, or any other un- 
usual exhibition, with just such 
promptings, perhaps, as those that 
influenced certain Greeks to say to 
Philip, “Sir, we would see Jesus.” 
These feelings were exemplified in 
the case of Herod, when he want- 
ed to see Jesus perform some 
miracle. Our Saviour himself 
seemed to sound the depth of this 
sentiment, when in regard to 
John’s baptism, he said, “What 
went ye out into the wilderness 
to see? A reed shaken with the 
wind? But what went ye out for 
to see? A man clothed in soft 
raiment?” This class of specta- 
tors thronged every hill and 
housetop to witness the death of 
Him who made for Himself a 
great name among men by mir- 
acles and other manifestations of 
power. Do not forget this curious 
man. 


Perhaps the only class that ri- 
valed this last in numerical mag- 
nitude, was the one that followed 
Jesus, listened to Jesus, and 
watched Jesus, from a sheer force 
of example. The sons that follow- 
ed fathers, the daughters that 
attended mothers, the pupils that 
went after teachers, and the great 
number that looked because 
everybody else looked. Mark the 
standard of this class, the fashion 
of the times. Men whiling away 
idle hours contemplating the death 
of the Son of God because their 
neighbors do. 


The Indifferent Watch Jesus Die 


But I would to God that I could 
engage every interest of your na- 
ture in considering yet another 
peculiar group, also watching Jes- 
us. Those that regarded him with 


supreme indifference. Unmoved, 


while thousands were swayed by 
various passions. Unmoved, while 
rocks were rending, earth was 
shaking, graves were opening, the 
Heaven was darkening. Unmoved, 
while three worlds were battling. 
Unmoved, while Omnipotence and 
angels and devils were interested. 
Carelessly, listlessly gazing up at 
the dying Christ, while the awful 
battle of their own eternal in- 
terest is being fought in agony. 
And not onl¥ unmoved, but oh, 
staggering thought! gambling at 
the foot of the cross. I have seen 
a cannoneer astride of his field 
piece, playing cards for a dollar 
in the intervals of a battle, call- 
ing out his trump even when the 
captain’s foot is in the stirrup to 
order that section into combat. 
But oh, to see men crouching to- 
gether, right under the _ cross, 
gambling for the seamless gar- 
ment of the victim, is passing 
strange, and wonderfully fearful! 
Photograph this gambler, life-size, 
on your heart, 


Backsliders, Afar off, Watched 
Jesus Crucified 


One more class and then we 
proceed to individuals. Professing 
Christians, let me kindly warn 
you beforehand to consider well 
this class. It is said His disciples 
watched Him afar off. Away from 
the danger, in exceeding sorrow- 
fulness of heart, the poor, back- 
Sliding follower of God watched 


the fearful tragedy. One: yonder” 


in the judgment hall has thrice 
denied him—before women, be- 
fore man, and before God, with 
an oath, swearing, “I know not 
this man.”’ Oh, Peter, don’t know 
Jesus? Who was it that jJaid his 
healing hand on your wife’s moth- 
er when sick with fever? Who 


was it, poor fisherman, that call 


ed you from your net, and made 
you a fisher of men? In whose 
presence, at the first interview, 
did you kneel and say, “Depart 
from me; for I am a sinful man, 
OQ Lord?” Don’t know Jesus? 
Strange freak of memory. But no- 
tice the characteristic of this 
class. They watched him afar off. 


II. Some Individuals Who 
Saw Jesus Die 


There are some special cases to 
which I would now direct your 
attention. 

Pilate 

Let us notice next, yonder dark- 
browed man in his palace—the 
man who in feverish restlessness 
walks his floor, as the loud shouts 
from Calvary are borne to his ear, 
testifying that the work was done. 
He too, in his mind, is watching 
Jesus. He sees before him a pale, 
sad brow, crowned with thorns, 
exceedingly meek in sadness. Ah, 
this man, this Pontius Pilate, 
against his convictions of the in- 
nocence of Jesus, this man awful- 
ly responsible for the position he 
held, for fear of incensing Caesar, 
for fear of losing the place of pro- 
curator, released Barabbas, a vile 
robber, and delivered up the in- 
nocent blood to crucifixion. He 
watched Jesus, and will watch him 
with a never-dying remorse. 


Judas Iscariot 


I wish there were no darker 
pictures to be presented. But you 
must come and look down yonder 
precipice at the son of perdition, 
the despairing suicide. The black- 
ness of Hell and the wrath of 
God gather over him and hide 
him from our view, but in the 
plutonian darkness we hear the 
echo of his cry: “I have betrayed 
the innocent blood.’’ It is too hor- 
rible to contemplate. But this we 
do know, that this man watched 
Jesus for the space of three years, 
walked in the environs of grace, 
talked face to face with salvation, 
and then sold his Master for 
thirty pieces of silver. And Judas 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Iscariot is lost, fearfully, totally, | 


everlastingly lost. He was a devil. 


The Centurian 


At last, dear friends, the picture 
brightens. Yonder, superintending 
the execution, stands a stern Ro- 
man officer, a man of war, in- 
tently watching the passing is- 
sues. At last faith bursts with its 
light upon his darkened soul, as 
the earth shakes to its center, 
and now watching Jesus in the 
light of a new-born conviction, he 
says: “Truly, this is the Son of 
God.’ 


The Two Thieves Crucified With 
Jesus Watch Him 


We might close these awful 
scenes just here, but there are 
yet two strange pictures that may 
be profitably presented. ‘Two men 
watching Jesus in the hour and 
article of death. Two men _ to 
whom the world is nothing, for it 
is fast fading away. Two men 
leaving all earthly ties, associa- 
tions, and interests, just entering 
into ‘“‘the valley of the shadow of 
death.” If the cruel nails did not 
hold their pierced hands, _ they 
might reach out and almost touch 
the dying Son of God. Their con- 
ditions are indeed peculiar. Oh, 
those two black hearts, throbbing 
there in the last agony, side by 
side with Jesus. The light of the 
dying Lord falls on them. To one 
it becomes the “savor of life unto 
life; to the other the savor of 
death unto death.” 


They both watch Jesus still, but 
no longer alike. One prays with 
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his unconquered selfishness still 
rank within him. Still desiring 
that he may live again to rob and 
murder the innocent. He watches 
in doubt, and in language remark- 
ably similar to that ascribed to 
the dying Paine, he cries out in 
reproach: “If thou be Christ, save 
thyself and us.’’ Condemnation 
falls like a cloud upon him. The 
other—thank God the picture 
closes thus—meekly resigned, with 
no desire to live again on earth, 
but in the sweetness of an humble 
faith, slowly turns his agonized 
head to the dying Jesus, and in 
tones of incomparable sweetness, 
that convey a profound recogni- 
tion of his divinity, whispers: 
“Lord, remember me when thou 
comest into thy kingdom.” 


Never has the last expression 
of any dying man thrilled my 
heart to its innermost recesses as 
this sweet prayer. Never has the 
glorious Gospel exhibited such 
love and power as in this dear 
place. I fear to comment on it, 
lest being carried away, I forget 
this occasion and digress from my 
present purpose, 


II. How the Crowd Around 
the Cross Represents Those 
Who Hear or Read Today 


While these portraits might be 
indefinitely enlarged, we _ close 
them here, believing that the emo- 
tions that animated the hearts of 
those who looked literally at the 
dying Jesus, nearly two thousand 
years ago in Jerusalem, are virtu- 
ally the same as the feelings that 


pervade the hearts of the people 


who watch Jesus at Waco, tonight 
A.D. 1869; and that every one in 
the Divine presence today by the 
right exercise of a godly candor 
may class himself under some one 
of these divisions, as the Lord 
Jesus Christ is portrayed today. 
All over the land ten thousand 


pulpits, presses, Bibles, hymns, 
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. You have put all past sins under the blood. 
- You have given your life to God—No reservations. 
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- You have a deep hunger to know the Bible. 
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opportunities available. Housing can be had. Fall term begins Sept. 14. 
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Worms, 


cloth, stamped in gold, only 


These revival sermons by Dr. John R. 
Rice have the breath of real revival on 
them. They are word-for-word as they 
were preached in great revival cam- 
paigns, you will sense the power of God 


Lechuhe- 


Some of Dr. Rice’s most popular ser- 
mons are here: All Satan’s Apples Have 
The Four Biggest Fools in 
Town, The Unpardonable Sin, Peter and 
Jesus, The Worth of a Soul, Spectators 
in the Heavenly Grandstand, The Scarlet 
Sin and the Roads that Lead to It, Why 
God Hardened Pharaoh’s Heart, A One- 
Man Salvation, An Old-Fashioned, Fire- 
From-Heaven Revival, The Unvarying 
God, and The Fullness of the Spirit, 


It will speak straight to your heart, 
from the word of God, giving a passion- 
ate challenge to live for God completely. 


254 pages of plain Gospel preaching, bound in scarlet 


Order From Your Bookseller or 


SWORD OF THE LORD PUBLISHERS 
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$2.29 


‘unsaved, unprepared to meet his 


prayers, lift Him up for the heal- 
ing of the people. And temples of 
the Holy Spirit, living epistles, 
known and read of all men, stand 
like signboards, pointing and say- 
ing: “Behold the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the 
world.” 


Are You a Pharisee, Religious 
But Not Born Again? 


Ecce Homo! Ecce Biblos! How 
lookest, how readest thou? Is the 
Pharisee here—the moral man, 
the “Worldly Wiseman,” dwelling 
in the town of “Carnal Security,” 
whose burden has been removed 
by “Legality” or “Civility”? Is 
there a man who deludes himself 
with the thought that worship of 
God consists in forms, ceremonies, 
tithes, and baptisms? Dear friend, 
let me say to you, “the kingdom 
of God comes not by observation.” 
“The wind blows where it listeth, 
and thou hearest the sound there- 
of, but canst not tell whence it 
cometh, and whither it goeth.” 
Not in the hurricane, not in the 
fire, not in the earthquake, is the 
Christian's God, but in the “still 
small voice.” For “Though I speak 
with the tongues of men and of 
angels, and have not charity, I 
am become as sounding brass, or 
a tinkling cymbal.” And though 
you have the gift of prophecy, and 
understand all mysteries, and all 
knowledge; and though you have 
all faith, so that you could re- 
move mountains, and have not 
love, you are nothing. And though 
you bestow all your goods to feed 
the poor, and though you give! 
your body to be burned, and have | 
not love, it profiteth you nothing. | 
Love to God and to your poor) 
dying fellow is this: “To visit the | 
fatherless and widows in their af- | 
fliction, and to keep himself un-/ 
spotted from the world.” The di-| 
vine prerequisite to this love, is 
that “ye must be born again.” 


You say you believe in a Sav- 
iour according to your own carnal 
promptings. You dictate to God. 
To you he will say, as he did to'| 
the Jews: “I go my way, and ye 
shall seek me, and shall die in 
your sins: whither I go, ye can- 
not come.” Oh, how through two 
thousand years of woe and wan- 
dering have they kept this un- 
blessed vigil for their Messiah! 
Unhappy people! As a memorable 
instance of Divine wrath, without 
nationality, they exist in every na- 
tion, ever consulting the eastern 
horizon, listening to every “lo here 


and lo there,” and have not found 


him, and have died in their sins. | 


And though at the last tribunal | 


they or those like them say, ‘Lord, 


we are Abraham’s children, and | 


have prophesied in thy name, and 
in thy name cast out devils, and 
in thy name done many wonderful 
works,’ yet he will say, “Depart 


from me, ye that work iniquity, | 


I never knew you.” 


Are You a Sadducee—Infidel or 
Modernist? 


Young students of Waco Uni- 


versity, do I address a Sadducee? | 


One who, if not openly, yet down 
in his heart has whispered, “No 
resurrection, no judgment, no 
hereafter?” One who lightly says, 
“Tet us eat, drink, and be merry, 
for tomorrow we die?” One who 


suppresses even the heathen con- | 
viction of immortality, and fails | 


to see the real life beyond the con- 
fines of time? Oh, infidel, 
must know that the  deathless 
principle of glory or the deathless 
principle of woe enters into the 
soul and body at the final recep- 
tion or rejection of Jesus. You 
can live again, you will live again, 
you must live again, and realize 
then that the boundless issues of 
eternity were compressed in this 
littke hour of opportunity, prayer, 
privilege, and preparation. May 
God help you to pray and ponder. 


At Church from Curiosity! 


But the curiouS man; ‘the evil 
and adulterous generation § that 
seek a sign’ and demand a’ mir- 
acle; the Simon Magus, yet “in 
the gall of bitterness, and in the 
bond of iniquity,” who stands by 
and curiously watches, during a 
revival, the gift’ of the Holy 
Ghost; the man that contemplates 
the death agonies of Calvary with 
the same feeling that would at- 
tend him in looking at a modern 
circus or listening to the silly 
jests of a painted clown; how fear- 
ful to think that this “Didymus 
Dumps” gazes his fill and goes 
away from sermon after sermon 
as much unwashed, unabsolved, 


| 


| 
| 
| 


you | 


God, as if he had never lived with- 
in the sound of a “church-going 
bell.” 


But what shall I say to that 
mighty throng that haunt the 
house of God as a “Broadway” of 
fashion? That “do as Rome does,” 
“That follow a multitude to do 
evil,” that are habitually forced 
to the house of prayer by the 
sheer press of the crowd? What 
apostolic suasion did not do has 
been accomplished by one potent 
command from Mrs. Grundy. In 
other words the Devil, finding he 
could not impede the Gospel by 
using the rack and stake as a 
bar to church-going, has now 
changed his tactics and seeks to 
effect the same end by sending 
everybody to church. 


Are You a Hardened Sinner? 
But even this character is pref- 


erable to the hardened sinner: the | 


man past feeling; the iceberg in 
a world of fire. Oh, how painful 
to walk right up to a dear friend, 
perhaps some loved one, and see 
his soul locked and barred and 
sealed. The man who is uncon- 
sciously miserable and poor and 
blind and naked, even sleeping, 
yea more, dead in trespasses and 
sins. In whose heart is Hell’s Gi- 
braltar, where “the strong man 
armed keepeth . .. his goods... 
in peace.” This is not Nero fidd- 


ling while Rome is burning, but 
Sardanapalus lighting his own fu- 
neral pyre. Go, young student, 
just. look at him and beware. He 
sleeps amid the thunderings of 
Sinai; he is unawakened by the 
power of the Gospel; truth flash- 
ed before his eyes, prayers burn 
all around him, tears fall all over 
him, but unmoved he wades 
through tears and blood, prayer 
and admonition, light and knowl- 
edge, and sitting down upon the 
verge of the fountain filled with 
blood, drawn from Immanuel’s 
veins, hears the dying shriek: “My 
God, my God, why hast thou for- 
saken me?” Aye, there, under the 
cross gambles away life, liberty, 
privilege, opportunity, prayer, 
mercy, and time; and wins his 
game in Hell. O, young man, 
young woman, God’s Spirit does 


not always strive with the im- 
penitent. 


Are You a Backsliding Christian? 
| But we have not forgotten the 
'backsliding Christian, who is even 
inow watching Jesus “afar off.” J 
‘lt incompatible with truth to as- 
sert that the erring Christian is 
'the most miserable man in the 
| world? One is here weeping like 
'Mary at the empty tomb, and 
'saying, “They have taken away 
my Lord, and I know not where 
(Continued on page 10) 
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THE SWORD’ OF THE LORD 


Friday, June 26, 1953 


Watching Jesus on the Cross 


(Continued from page 9) 


they have laid him.” Another like 


the disciples coming up from Em- 
maus, saying, “We trusted that it 
had been he which should have 
redeemed Israel.’’ Still others, like 
Bunyan’s pilgrims, are housed and 
bound and beaten in old Giant 
Despair’s Doubting Castle, forget- 
ting that they hold the key of 
promise, while yonder is one cry- 
ing out with the poet, “Oh, for a 
closer walk with God,” and 
“Where is the blessedness T knew, 
when first I saw the Lord?” Some 
feel that they have sinned against 
the Holy Ghost, and tell you that 
Christ, who was once “formed in 
their hearts the hope of glory,” 
is now dead—cold and dead. 


Oh, backsliding Christian, you 
feel that you do not desire to re- 
turn to the weak and beggarly 
elements of the world, and yet you 
dare not claim those privileges 
and promises of the believer that 
give the sweet assurance of peace 
with God. Let me say to you that 
the first spiritual drought that 
fell upon the disciples of Jesus 
was occasioned by neglect of 
prayer. By the _ cultivation of 
prayer they were able to say with 
Peter: “Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
which according to his abundant 
mercy hath begotten us again unto 
a lively hope by the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
who are kept by the power of 
God through faith unto salvation.” 
The Pharisee said if he rise from 
the dead, then “the last error 
shall be worse than the first.” 
But when He whom your iniqui- 
ties have buried and who you fear 
is dead shall be raised again, it 
will be for your glorious confirma- 
tion in the grace of God. 


Are You a Wavering Pilate Torn 
Between Christ and Expediency? 


We now recur to the character 
of Pontius Pilate for application. 
And even while dwelling on this 
theme we are impressed with the 
painful conviction that the name 
of the counterparts of Pilate is 
legion: that there are now living, 
remorseful men, whose very souls 
are rent in twain by conflicting 
passions and principles. The world 
with its honors, smiles, and 
frowns, personates Barabbas the 
robber; and the awful colloquy 
ensues, “Whom shall I prefer, Bar- 
abbas or Jesus? Which shall I 
forego, religion or the world, Jeru- 
salem or Babylon?” The pungent 
Gospelthunders its demands and 
holds up its crowns. “How long 
halt ye between two opinions?”’ 
“Render therefore unto Caesar 
the. things which be Caesar’s, and 
unto God the things which be 


_ God’s.” The ambassadors of Je- 
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hovah lay down the ultimatum of 
Heaven, placing life or death be- 
fore you. The Holy Spirit reveals 
to the doubting, God’s Ebal and 
Gerizim. 


But mark this Pontius Pilate, 
with mind, soul, and conscience 
convinced of the necessity and 
propriety of closing in with the 
overtures of the Gospel, yielding 
to the promptings of fame and 
position and preferring Barabbas, 
the acknowledged robber. And 
with what flattering unction does 
he solace himself! Why, he simp- 
ly washes his hands of the mat- 
ter by saying, “I have tried to do 
my duty, but circumstances have 
been too mighty for me.” ‘The 
man’s hands were clean, but his 
heart was black. We may, dear 
friends, suppose that we have pur- 
ified our hands and feet and 
tongue and brain, but God says, 
“My son, give me thine heart.” 


But is there a man with soul 
so dead, with heart so hard, as 
to dare enter a church, complying 
with its visible and tangible re- 
quisitions, to walk up to the al- 
tar, to ascend to the pulpit, as the 
legate of the skies, to seek his 
gain from the silver on the shrine 
or the beaten gold of the ‘‘Mercy 
Seat?” Surely Jesus said, ‘Go, 
preach my Gospel.’ Surely the 
Spirit burns on the heart, ‘Woe is 
me if I preach it not.’ The man 
who deliberately assumes this im- 
pression, and willfully prostitutes 
the name of God to the pander- 
ings of his own vile lusts, is a 
son of perdition, whose home is 
Aceldema. But we rejoice that 
while the good seed does fall 
oftentimes upon the shallow soil 
and stony ground, at intervals the 
Spirit of God, the great icono- 
clast, like a fire and a hammer, 
does break in pieces the stubborn 
heart, does send the shaft home 
to its lodgment, piercing asunder 
the joints of the harness, and div- 
ining the intents of the heart, 
makes the word of God accomp- 
lish that whereunto it was sent. 
We rejoice that it pleases our 
Heavenly Father for some of the 
mighty multitude who watch Jes- 
us on the cross to ‘be made will- 
ing in the day of his power,’ and 
borne along by the overpowering 
tide of conviction, be made to cry 
out with the Roman centurion, 
“Truly this was the Son of God.” 


Do You Delay Like the Lost 
Thief? 


Passing on by way of brief ap- 
plication, we advert to those who, 
like the dying thieves, defer the 
day of preparation until the days 
are gone. These men, while the 
lighted candle of Christian exam- 
ple and the full blaze of Gospel 
glory burn over their heads, re- 
vealing their erring ways and 


downward road, still whisper to 


their souls, “A little more sleep, 
a little more slumber, a little 
more folding of the hands to rest,” 
“There is time enough tomorrow,” 


until death comes and then if 
blessed with reason, they become 
impressed with the inefficiency of 
worldly. means, and turn their dy- 
ing heads to Jesus, to find out 
by watching him, their hope at 
last. Let no man cheat himself 
by saying “one thief was saved.” 
impresses us 
that one was lost. Our last hour 
is our worst hour for preparation. 


Young ladies and gentlemen of 
the endeavor 
has been made to place this pic- 
ture, with its lights and shadows, 
faithfully before you. A subject 
more perhaps in consonance with 
your feelings might have been 


The word equally 


Waco University, 
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Storehouse Tradition 


(Continued from page 3) 


He wanted Christians at Corinth 
to have this same kind of spiritual 
revival and spiritual joy and 
growth in grace that the Chris- 
tians in Macedonia had. 

The giving by Christians in the 
church at Jerusalem after Pente- 
cost seems to have been connec- 
ted with such whole-souled joy, 
such abandon of faith as is rarely 
seen in this world. The right kind 
of teaching and practice on giv- 
ing ought to result in the great- 
est possible spiritual blessing. Un- 
fortunately the so-called  store- 
house tithing plan hinders this 
blessing and hurts the 0» cas 
life of Christians. 


The “storehouse” plan puts giv- 
ing on the legal basis, not on the 
spiritual basis of love, prayer, 
faith, and the Holy Spirit’s lead- 
ership. 


Suppose a Christian sets out to 
tithe, but he understands that he 
is to have no say about where the 
money goes‘ He is simply required 
to bring it to the local church and 
put it in the offering Sunday 
morning. It goes into the church 
treasury, then the finance com- 
mittee will suggest a budget led 
by the pastor and the church will 
okey the budget. So the individual 
Christian has nothing to do about 
the matter of giving but to bring 
in his money, then vote of course 
in the annual business meeting. 


Does the Christian, then, need 
to pray about the moneyand ask 
God where he should send the 
tithes and offerings? No, accord- 
ing to the “storehouse” plan it 
does not require any prayer. He is 


selected, or according to your 
judgment more appropriate to the 
occasion; but when you consider 
that literary attainments, scholas- 
tic honors, and cultivated minds, 
unsanctified by the love of God, 
are instrumentalities of evil, you 
will pardon my pressing home just 
now upon your hearts and con- 
sciences the urgent necessity of 
‘seeking first the kingdom of God 
and his righteousness.’ Permit 
me then, as God’s ambassador, to 
take you kindly by the hand and 
lead you away from present sur- 
roundings, away from yourselves, 
‘unto Jesus the author and fin- 
isher of our faith.’ You too have 
been and are still watching Jesus. 
I ask you today, then, by your 
hopes of Heaven, by your fears of 
death, by the water and blood, 
under which division just consid- 
ered would a godly candor* place 
you? Though you may not aud- 
ibly answer me, forget not to an- 
swer to God and your hearts. 


Let not the impression be first 
in your minds that you go out 
from this university elevated, re- 
fined, and educated, but be im- 
pressed that you go out with re- 
sponsibilities and requirements 
fearfully increased; that all that 
has. been conferred on you by ex- 
penditure, sacrifice, and instruc- 
tion, is but for evil to you and 
others unless these acquirements 
are baptized in the love of God. 
“You can do nothing against the 
truth, but for the truth.” Look 
on Jesus, then, and you shall live; 
know him, “whom to know aright 
is life eternal,” and ‘your faith 
shall be as a shining light, that 
shineth more and more unto the 
perfect day’; and you shall not be 
numbered with those whose battle 
of life is fought and lost, but with 
that band that shining as the 
stars forever, look forth as the 
morning, clear as the sun, fair as 
the moon, and terrible as an army 
with banners. 
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simply to bring it to the church 
treasury. Does the Christian need 
to inform himself about the needs 
of various causes? Does he need 
personal information and contact 
with Christian work so that he 
may know what is the will of 
God? No, he simply leaves that to 
other people, and brings his tithe 
into the church treasury! 


It ought to be obvious that this 
kind of plan does not encourage 
the spiritual approach. It does not 
require as much prayer. It does 
not require intimate knowledge of 
the mission fields or other Chris- 
tian causes. One does not need to 
ask God anything about it, for all 
God is going to tell him, he thinks, 
is to put his money into the 
church treasury. If the money is 
misused, that is none of his busi- 
ness. He can simply blame others 
with that. It does not need any 
attention from him, because giving 
is put more or less on a legal 
basis, not on a spiritual basis; so 
the Christian misses the blessing. 


Right here is the great spiritual 
flaw in the Roman Catholic sys- 
tem. An individual Catholic is not 
allowed to interpret the Bible for 
himself. Theoretically the Catholic 
church permits Catholics to read 
the Bible. Actually, some of the 
popes have urged their people to 
read the Bible. The Catholic 
church in America has recently 
published the New Confraternity 
translation in modern = speech, 
which is a good translation. But 
no Catholic can interpret the Bi- 
ble for himself. The church must 
interpret the Bible. Even if a 
Catholic reads the Bible for him- 
self, the church must tell him 
what it means. He cannot learn 
from the Bible how to live; he 
must learn it from the church. So 
in actual practice, very, very few 
Catholics love the Bible or read it 
very much. 


A Catholic is taught he cannot 
go directly to God to get saved. 
He must go through the church, 
he is told. A Catholic is taught 
that he cannot go directly to God 
for the clear leading of the Holy 
Spirit. He must go to the church. 
Catholics are’ not taught to pray 
and find from God what work 
He would have them _ support 
and how much they should 
give. They are urged to give to 
causes sponsored by the church 
and clearly outlined to them. 
They have little choice in the mat- 
ter about where their money shall 
go. As a result, they miss the spir- 
itual blessings that God intended 
Christians to have. Some Catho- 
lics, I think, are truly converted 
people but they have little chance 
to grow in grace and be spiritual 
Christians because they are not 
taught to go directly to God, and 
to the Bible, and to the Holy 
Spirit and thus to know the will 
of God, to know peace, and have 
answered prayer. The Bible en- 
courages us to confess our sins 
to God and get forgiveness, but 
the Catholic is told to confess his 
to a priest. The result is worldli- 
ness, legalism, and form. You see, 
it is not good for anybody to come 
between the Christain and God 
and take away his responsibility 
to God about his giving, or about 
his prayer, or about his Bible read- 
ing, or about his manner of living. 


III The “Storehouse” Require- 
ment in Christian Giving 
Does Great Harm to 
the Local Church 


At first glance pastors who in- 
sist that all the tithes must come 
through the local church treasury 
or the gifts will not be counted 
as tithes and cannot honor God, 
think that the local church gains 
by it. It may be that, for the mo- 
ment, this seems an easier way to 
get money. But in the long run 
the local church will suffer seri- 
ously from this false doctrine, this 
unscriptural emphasis, this man- 
made plan which is not God’s plan. 
Think with me of some of the 
harm this unscriptural plan causes. 


1. First, Christians Really Do Not 
Give as Much Money With 


This Plan 
Yes, I know that seems to con- 
tradict reason. Denominational 


leaders have thought that the 
“storehouse tithing” plan would 
get people to give more money if 
they turned it all over to the 


church to distribute. In actual 
practice, it- does not work that 
way, and on further study we can 
see that it ought not to work that 
way. 

Years ago when I was active in 
Southern Baptist work in Texas, 
I was greatly concerned about our 
Seventy-Five Million Dollar Cam- 
paign. We set out to raise seventy- 
five million dollars for denomina- 
tional causes in five years. 1 was 
student chairman in Baylor Uni- 
versity of the committee that 
raised in cash and pledges seven- 
ty-five thousand dollars of that 
amount. All thoughtful people 
were a little shocked that a great 
many people who pledged liberally 
did not pay what they pledged and 
that not enough other people were 
enlisted to make up the deficit. 
What was the trouble? 


Dr. L. R. Searborough said, and 
I believe he was right, that the 
trouble was that we put all the 
causes in together, we put all the 
jewels in a box, then we talked 
about the box and tried to raise 
money for the whole box instead 
of for the precious causes inside. 
People simply do not give as much 
to a “program” as they give to 
causes which they love, and which 
they believe honor Christ, and 
which appeal on their own merits. 
That has been proved again and 
again, 

Again let me use my Southern 
Baptist friends as an example. 
They are devoutly loyal to their 
denomination. In fact, oftentimes 
they are fanatically loyal and 
sometimes idolatrously so. Surely 
such people ought to be easy to 
enlist in giving. 

Not only so, but more than any 
other of the larger denominations 
that I know about, Southern Bap- 
tists have a program with some 
really appealing causes. Their mis- 
sionaries are not modernists, but 
fundamentalists who really get 
people converted. There is some 
modernism in their schools, but 
fortunately most of their schools 
are avowedly and openly for the 
Bible and regeneration, the deity 
of Christ, and such fundamentals. 
Certainly it ought to be easier to 
raise money for such causes than 
for modernism and for socialism, 
such as the program of the Metho- 
dist denomination, for example, or 
the American Baptist Convention. 


Again, the denominational ma- 
chinery is more thoroughly organ- 
ized among Southern Baptists 
than in any other large denomina- 
tion with which we are acquain- 
ted, except the Catholics. Every 
phase of the church life is planned 
out by denominational leaders, 
usually set up by their strong 
Sunday School Board, then sold 
continually to the people. is ra- 
ther the usual thing that one 
Southern Baptist church will have 
an organization just like another 
Southern Baptist church, and it 
will reach every area of life. 
Southern Baptists have the larg- 
est Sunday Schools in the world; 
no other denomination even ap- 
proaches them in their Sunday 
School efficiency. They have lar- 
ger churches, they have more ef- 
ficient church plants. I am saying 
that Southern Baptists are so 
thoroughly organized that one 
would think these strongly de- 
nominational people, these vigor- 
ous, soul-winning people, would 
have about the largest giving per 
capita. 

And these Southern Baptist peo- 
ple, among whom I grew up and 
was educated and began my 
preaching ministry, are stronger 
for the so-called storehouse tith- 
ing plan than any other large de 
nomination. I dare say that there 
is more teaching among Southern 
Baptists that itis right and prop- 
er to bring all tithes into the 
storehouse than there is on many 
major doctrines of the Bible. Now 
would you not suppose that under 
such circumstances Southern Ba 
tists would have the largest per 
capita gifts of any of the denom- 
inations? But unfortunately they 
do not. 

Seventh-Day Adventists give 
far more per capita to causes out- 
side the local church than do 
Southern Baptists. The Christian 
and Missionary Alliance group, 
which does not teach storehouse 
tithing, far exceeds Southern 


Baptists in the per capita gifts for 


missions. So do many other de- 


nominations- 
The simple truth is that, with 
all the Southern Baptist denomin- 
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ational emphasis, Southern Bap- 
tists give less than 17 per cent 
of their total offerings to outside 
causes, including home missions, 
foreign missions, Christian educa- 
tion, seminaries, hospitals, and the 
great corps of denominational 
workers. They gave in 1951 only 
$5.05 per capita for all denomina- 
tional causes! 

In the north, among fundamen- 
tal, Bible-believing churches, it is 
not unusual to find a church which 
gives as much money to foreign 
missions as to the local church 
support. I talked this morning to 
a pastor of a moderate sized 
church which gives $60,000 a year 
to foreign missions alone. The be- 
leved Dr. Scarborough among 
Southern Baptists insisted that 
churches ought to give as much 
money for the whole cause of 
Christ outside the local church as 
for local church support. But such 
a church among Southern Bap- 
tists is rare. 


The so-called storehouse tithing 
plan really undermines the princi- 


ple which builds great givers. 
Christians actually give more 
money when they can _ decide 


where to give and what to give. 
Christians really give more mon- 
ey when they weigh the merits 
and demerits of various causes, 
get a burden of heart for these 
causes, then give with loving care 
and holy sacrifice for Jesus’ sake 
and under the leading of the Holy 
Spirit. 

The denominations 


and local 


and show John... 


“The blind see, the lame walk, the 
lepers are cleaned, the deaf hear, the dead 
are raised, to the poor the Gospel is 
preached.” 


( This was the proof the Lord Jesus 
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Christ gave in answer to John the Bap- 


tist’s query, “Art thou he that should 
come /” + 


Christian. organizations are often 
asked whether they are doing the work 
of the Lord. 


In answer 


THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL 


says: 


_. We cannot make the lame walk as 
did our Lord, but we recently provided 
an artificial limb for a young believer 
in Israel. : 


_ We cannot cleanse lepers or raise 
the dead — but we bring to them new 
life and cleansing through the blood 
of the cross. And following our Lord’s 
example, we do not overlook material 
needs. Our missionaries and repre- 
sentatives distribute food, clothing 
and medical care to suffering and 
needy Jewish people. 


Today we have more than 20 
full time missionaries—in Israel, 
Europe and the United States. 
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churches which put the most 
Stress on storehouse tithing have 
poorer records of per capita giv- 
ing than denominations which put 
the stress on particular mission 
causes and grow Christians who 
are interested in the work of 
Christ for its own sake, and who 
feel accountable to God to give 
for the support of these causes. 


2. Christians Do Not Grow As 
Much Spiritually Under the So- 
Called Storehouse Plan, Where 
Christians Do Not Have Free- 
dom to Decide Where 
Their Money Shall 
Go 


Every good pastor wants his 
people to grow strong and fervent, 
Spirit-filled and holy in life. But 
giving from the heart, under the 
leading of the Holy Spirit, is one 
of the means of growth. Take 
away that intimate fellowship be- 
tween God and the Christian who 
seeks God’s will about giving, and 
you hurt the Christian. Take away 
that sense Of direct responsibility 
to get the leading of the Holy 
Spirit and you have a Christian 
who is not as close to God. 


Does anybody believe that Cath- 
olics are better Christians because 
they are simply taught to confess 
sin to the priest and leave the sal- 
vation and the general welfare of 
their souls to the church? Does 
anybody believe that a Christian 
will grow stronger by praying less 
about his giving, simply turning 
his gifts over to the board of dea- 
cons or the finance committee? 
Actually it does not work out that 
way. | 

With long experience I have 
found that the churches suffer 
where it is insisted that everybody 
must fit in with the program, 
that all tithes must come through 
the church treasury, where the in- 
dividual is not left to decide where 
his money shall go. I have found 
in such churches that usually a 
very large percentage of the most 
regular attendants and the most 
regular givers are very worldly in 
their lives. How shocking it is to 
see a man who attends church 
every Sunday, a man who believes 
the Bible, a man who claims to 
have been born again and probab- 
ly has, a man who brings his tithe 
or at least some pledged amount 
to the church every Sunday, and 
yet see the same man attending 
worldly and lewd picture shows 
regularly, smoking cigarettes, 
yoked up in lodges with uncon- 
verted people, taking horrible 
oaths and never having any com- 
punction of conscience! The kind 
of ‘“churchanity” which leaves 
spiritual decisions up to the board 
of deacons or the finance com- 
mittee, does not grow strong, spir- 
itual Christians. The local church 
suffers by demanding that all 
tithes be brought to a “store- 
house,” that is,. the church trea- 
sury. 


3. Local Church Suffers Also By 
This “Storehouse Tithing” Plan 
Because the Church Does Not 
Need to Be Spiritual in 
Order to Prosper 
Materially 


It is a sad time for any church 
when it finds a way to get along 
well materially without any re- 
vival, without any spiritual bless- 
ing. I know churches, many of 
them; where they build up large 
Sunday School attendance, where 
they have a considerable financial 
budget and meet it, where a good 
number of people support the bud- 
get regularly through the so-called 
storehouse tithing plan, but where 
the churches are not spiritual. 
They do nof have revivals. They 
have feuds, splits, and worldliness 
in the church. And it is hard for 
any church to get along very well 
outwardly when it does not get 
along well spiritually. It ought to 
be true that a church where peo- 


per. It ought to be true that when 
a pastor does not preach with 
power, his crowds will decline. It 
ought to be true that where Jesus 
Christ is not greatly honored in 
a church, there will be no false 
standard of material prosperity to 
make the world think that the 
church is a success. What a loss it 
is for a church to be content to 
get along on the husks of worldly 


success without having spiritual 


| success! That tends to be the re- 


” 


ple are not blessed will not pros- 


sult when people are taught to 
bring their tithes as a legalistic 
matter, but when no prayers, no 
tears, no holy decisions and wait- 
ing on God, no leading of the Holy 
Spirit, is involved. 


4. The Pastor Tends to Backslide 
and to Become the Servant 
of Denominaltional Leaders 
in Following This 
Tradition 

The pastor may feel that he is 
strengthening the local church and 
strengthening his own _ position 
when he insists that no tithes are 
to be given anywhere but to the 
local church treasury. In actual 
fact, the opposite is the case. 


What happens is that denomina- 
tional bishops and secretaries be- 
gin to crack the whip over the 
pastor, just as the pastor cracks 
the whip over his people. The pas- 
tor begins to feel the same kind 
of pressure on him that he puts on 
others. He must “support the pro- 
gram.” He must “cooperate.” If he 
does not turn in a certain amount 
of money from his church for the 
denominational program, good or 
bad, he will not be recommended 
to another pastorate. He will not 
stand high in denominational 
councils. 


In a number of Southern denom- 
inational magazines not long ago 
was an article by an ardent pastor 
with the title, “Cooperate or Des- 
ignate.” The idea of the article 
was that Christian people ought to 
be ashamed who designate their 
gifts and select where the Lord’s 
money is to go. Rather, this ar- 
ticle taught, they ought to co- 
operate and let others set the 
plans for usage of the Lord’s mon- 
ey. That the local church the in- 
dividual Christian should not con- 
cern himself to pray and discover 
where God wanted him to give 


his money. Rather, he should leave 
that to the finance committee, the 
deacons, or the action of the 
church, as led, of course, by the 
pastor! To designate meant self- 
ishness. But to cooperate by giv- 
ing without asking any questions, 
just turning the money into the 
treasury and letting it go as the 
church budget had arranged pre- 
viously, was that acme of all vir- 
tues, “cooperation!” 


And on the denominational level, 
designation again was pictured as 
selfish and thoughtless: it wronged 
the denominational bishops or sec- 
retaries or leaders by not letting 
them decide where the Lord’s 
money was to be sent. But the 
church that asked no questions, 
simply sent the money and left it 
to others to decide where it was 
to be spent, was that most blessed 
thing, “cooperative.” 


That was an honest, good pas- 
tor, no doubt, who wrote the ar- 
ticle. He made the same mistake 
that many others make in putting 
the second commandment first, in 
loving his neighbor better than 
he loved the Lord. But actually, 
though he did not intend it so, the 
article was almost blasphemous. 
What it was really teaching was, 
“To depend on the Holy Spirit to 
show you where God wants His | 
money spent is wrong. Instead, 
you should depend on church of- 
ficers or denominational leaders.” 
Actually the question was not 
“Cooperate or Designate.” It was, 
“Shall you follow God or men in 
your giving?” To indicate that it) 
is better for men to tell you where 
to give the Lord’s money than for | 
God to tell you is, as I see it, al- 
most blasphemous. But that is the | 
tendency of those who would take | 
the privilege of prayerful, Spirit- | 
led decision out of the hands of | 
individual Christians and urge’ 
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Helps on everything from 
the proper way to set the 
4 table for a formal dinner to 
4 how to arrange details of a 
4 large church wedding! 
4 Hints on Christian conduct 
for dating couples, and the 
4A best way to handle embar- 
assing situations. 


The Charming author is Dean 
of women at the famous North- 
western Schools at Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, the widow of the 
founder and great preacher, Dr. 
W. B. Riley. Mrs. Riley is eminent- 
nently fitted by her own cultural 
background and lovely personali- 
ty to write such a book. 
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These men write reviews 


§ You get the Sword Book Club News 
Mm every month describing the book of 
the month, selected by our panel of 
judges, including: 


V. Raymond Edman, Ph.D., LL.D., 
president Wheaton College, Wheaton, 
Tilinois. 


~ . ~ 


Henry Hepburn, D.D., minister emer- 
itus, Buena Memorial Presbyterian 
Church, Chicago, Ill. 


John L. Hill, Litt.D., LL.D., L.H.D., 
long book editor Southern Baptists, 
Nashville, Tenn. 


Bob Jones, Jr., Litt.D., L.H.D., 
president Bob Jones University, Green- 
ville, S. C, 


Lee Roberson, D.D., President Ten- 
nessee Temple Schools, Pastor Highland 
Park Baptist Church, Chattanooga, 
Tenn. 


T. Roland Philips, D.D., pastor Ar- 
lington Presbyterian Church, Baltimore, 
Md. 


John R. Rice, D.D., Litt.D., evan- 
gelist, author, editor “The Sword of 
A the Lord,” Wheaton, III. 


William H. Rice, widely-used evan- 
gelist, Murfreesboro, Tenn. 
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them simply to give without ask- 
ing questions, and put all the 
Lord’s money into a _ treasury 
largely controlled by others. 


Now the good pastor who wrote 
that article thought that he was 
only swinging his people in line, 
Actually he was putting chains on 
his own hands. He was putting a 
clamp on his own mouth. He was 
putting hobbles on his own feet. 
The same principle that works at 
the local level, works on the de- 
nominational level. The pastor 
from the pulpit may scorn the 
member who insists that he will 
follow the leading of God in his 
giving and give as, and when, and 
how the dear Lord leads him 
through the Spirit. But it turns 
out that denominational bishops 
and leaders begin to crack the 
whips over the pastor. He is to 
ask no questions about modernism 
in the seminary. He is to ask no 
questions about socialism and 
communism in a missionary. (Not 
long ago an American Baptist 
missionary came home in disgrace 


after years of modernism and then 


finally open communism. The 
Methodist Federation for Social 
Action has cultivated pinks and 
socialists in colleges, seminaries, 
and in the mission program of the 


church. ) 

Now the pastor is curtly told 
that he should cooperate, not des- 
ignate! He should leave to others 
to decide about how serious is 
modernism, communism, or social- 
ism, on the denominational level. 
He is told simply to raise the 


‘money and support the program. 


I say that the pastor himself is 


the sad loser any time the church 


beats down the freedom of the in- 
dividual to go to God directly for 
instructions about his giving. The 
Catholic church enslaves its 


(Continued on page 12) 
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TO THOSE JOINING THE SWORD BOOK CLUB 
Buy one of the good volumes listed below and get 


FREE this outstanding book— 


Christian Etiquette 


By Mrs. W. B. Riley 
Buy one of the following books at regular publishers price. 


The Saviour’s Last Words by W. Herschel Ford is a wonder- 
ful study of our Lord’s sayings on the cross. It is a gem in the 
famous series of Simple Sermons by the noted pastor of the 
First Baptist Church in El Paso, Texas. It has 89 pages. Price 

1.50. 4 
: Triumph of the Crucified by Erich Sauer is a sequel to 
the author’s book, Dawn of World Redemption. In this work 
he continues the teaching and carries it to its culmination in the 
return of Christ and the creation of the new heaven and the 
new earth. It has 207 pages. Price $3.00. 

This Happened in the Hills of Kentucky by John Vogel is 
the story of how the author and his wife went into the hills 
of Kentucky to found an orphanage. It is a story of their 
trials and tears and heartaches, but by no means offers a 
discouraging picture. It constantly proclaims the note of vic- 
tory in the midst of every trial. It has 382 pages. Price $3.95. 

Exposition of Romans by W. G. Coltman is a book of 
excellent, expository preaching. The meaning of the Word is 
made clear, the great doctrines of the Scriptures are explained, 
the unity and coherence of the message on justification and 
sanctification by faith are ably presented. It has 268 pages. 
Price $2.00. 

Treasury of Andrew Murray. A choice selection culled from 
the devotional works of this great man of God. Having stood 
the test of the years these have entered into the Church's 
heritage of devotional classics. It has 255 pages. Price $2.50. 
IF YOU OWN ALL OF THESE BOOKS ORDER ANY OF DR. 
RICE’S CLOTHBOUND BOOKS. 


How the Plan Works 


Book Club Members get absolutely free each month the 
Sword Book Club News, which reviews the newest and best 
Christian books by the Sword Book Club panel of eminent 
judges. You agree to send in the rejection slip which is always 
provided for any first selection that you do not want. If you 
want the first selection, you do nothing: it will be sent to you 
automatically. If you want no book, or you want an alternate, 
you send in your rejection slip. That is all there is to itl You 
save money, you get only the best books, reviewed by true 
Christian leaders, you get only the books you want, you keep 
informed on the best Christian literature all the time. 


RUSH COUPON NOW: 


Please enroll me as a member of the Sword Boek Club, and send for 
my free book “Christian Etiquette.” Send me for my first selection, 


for which I enclose $ . I am 
to receive another free book with each four Olub selections I buy. I am 
not obligated to take a book every month, and may cancel my membership 
any time after buying four Club selections. I may maintain Club standing 
by taking as few as four selections during each year of my membership. 
I will receive advance description of all forthcoming selections, and may 
reject in advance any volume I do not wish to own. For each volume I do 
allow to come, I will send payment within seven days after I receive it. 


Mr. 
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Street No. 
or R.F.D. 
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214 West Wesley Street 
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priests as truly as priests enslave 
the people. The preacher forges 
chains for himself, even though 
they be, seemingly, only the gossa- 
mer web of public opinion and the 
pressure of influence, when he in- 
sists that all the tithes are to be 
brought through one storehouse 
and that the individual Christian 
not to decide on the virtues and 
smerits of the Christian work 
which he supports. 


5. The Church Suffers from the 
Drying Up of Evangelism 
When Freedom in Giving 

is Denied 
To make you think, let me ask 
you a question. Do you think that 
the work of a God-called, Spirit- 
enointed evangelist would prosper 

#n the Catholic church? In a setup 


where salvation can only come 
from the church, as people are 
taught; where understanding of 


the Bible can only be given by the 
priest; where the priest has the 
right to forbid one to attend an- 
other service, or to give a dollar 
to another cause—do you think 
that the Bible order of evangelists 
can do very good work in that 
kind of a setup? Obviously not. 
Now consider some Protestant 
cenomination where it is widely 
taught that all the tithe must be 
brought to the local church trea- 
éury, that one has no right to give 
the Lord’s tithe to support God's 
evangelist, unless the church of- 


ficially decides to pay the evan- 
gclist out of the budget. Suppose 
that there is great pressure on 


everybody to fit into the program. 
Suppose that no outside influence 
can be risked if it might Jead peo- 
gic to go to God for instructions 
instead of to the church. Do you 
suppose that God-called, Spirit- 
gilied evangelists would likely be 
called to such churches to have 
revival campaigns? 

Well, in actual practice the de- 
fhominations where so-called store- 
house tithing is taught and held 
widely, and where people are told 
that they have no right to use the 
ford’s tithe for any kind of Chris- 
tian. work except it. be — sent 
through the church treasury and 
thus to an approved and official 
o>ject—every such denomination 
that I know of frowns on the 
class of preachers which the Bible 
calls evangelists! They may want 
pastors to win souls. But they do 
mot want the men whom God calls, 
tlie men whom God says churches 
meced, evangelists. 

Pastors who believe in store- 
thhouse tithing do not want to coop- 
erate in a great city-wide, soul- 
éaving campaign. They do not 
want their people to be giving the 
Z.ord’s money to revivals. They 
want all the tithes to . come 
through the church treasury. 


Such churches get set against 
evangelists because the usual way 
of supporting evangelists is by 
freewill offerings. Very rarely does 
any reputable evangelist set any 
price on his services. All good 
evangelists are content to live on 
the freewill offerings of God’s 
people, depending on the blessing 
which people receive from their 
services and the leading of the 
Lord. But those who do not want 
people to be free to learn from 
God where and how they shall 
give, of course do not want any 
such men preaching in their 
churches. 

“I do not believe in professional 
evangelism,” somebody says very 
Smugly. But if you mean the full- 
time work of an evangelist, care- 
fully trained and experienced and 
God-called men in the work of 
evangelism, then there is just as 
much reason for professional evan- 
gelists as for professional pastors. 

Both evangelists and pastors are 
provided for in the Bible. Ephe- 
sians 4:11 tells us, “And he gave 
some, apostles; and some, proph- 
ets; and some, evangelists; and 
some, pastors and_ teachers.” 
Evangelists are called of God and 
ordained of God exactly the same 
as apostles, prophets, pastors and 
teachers. They come before pas- 
tors in importance in the inspired 
Scripture we have given. And the 
following verses say that these 
evangelists, as well as other kinds 
of special workers, are “for the 
perfecting of the saints” to make 
“jnerease of the body.” 

Churches which shut out part of 
God's ministry suffer for it. They 


begin to lack the holy boldness 
of preaching against sin. They be- 
gin to miss the rebuke of worldli- 
ness, the call to holy living which, 
through all the centuries, has been 
peculiarly the work of evangelists. 
They begin to lack the stress on 
individual soul winning which the 
great evangelists have always fos- 
tered. Worldly, formal churches 
are the sad result where people 
shut out evangelism. And that is 
the tendency of churches that in- 
sist on taking away from individ- 
ual Christians the right to give 
where and as they are led by the 
Spirit of God. 


LV. God’s Own Causes Outside 
the Denominations Suffer 
Greatly from This False 
Emphasis, This Unscrip- 
tural Doctrine That 
All Tithes Must Go 
to the Church 
Treasury 

What wonderful blessing D. L. 
Moody brought to the churches 
and to the cause of Christ every- 
where! Moody won a million souls 
to Christ. He founded Moody Bi- 
ble Institute, the Northfield 
Schools, the Moody Colportage 
Association. He was the greatest 
single impact on Christian litera- 
ture of a century. He and his as- 
sociates started the whole Bible 


school movement. He colored with 


soul-saving fervor the lives and 
ministries of tens of thousands of 
preachers. But D. L. Moody car- 
ried on his work outside denomin- 
ational bounds. If Christian peo- 
ple had withheld their gifts, he 
could not have had his great re- 
vivals, he could not have built 
the Y.M.C.A.’s which were once 
great soul-winning agencies. He 
could not have founded his col- 
portage ministry. He could not 
have won a million souls, nor 
lifted England and America closer 
to God. 


Charles Spurgeon built his Met- 
ropolitan Tabernacle by the gifts 
of common people, literally thou- 
sands of common people from 
churches and communities all over 
England. He built the Pastors’ 
College which was not controlled 
by the denomination. In fact, 
Spurgeon himself withdrew from 
the Baptist Union of Great Britain 
and Ireland because of its “down- 
gradeism,” the then-current term 
for modernism. Spurgeon founded 
his orphans home. The Metropoli- 
tan Tabernacle, the Spurgeon Col- 
lege, the orphans home, the Spur- 
geon publishing ventures — all 
these were supported by godly 
people who felt the call of God to 
send their money to these causes 
which were not supported by local 
church treasuries. How the world 
would have suffered if selfish pas- 
tors and leaders could have kept 
common Christians from following 
the leadership of the Holy Spirit 
and supporting him with tithes 
and offerings! 

George Muller built the orphan 
houses in Ashley Down, Bristol, 
England, and supported many 
thousands of orphans. He built 
his Scriptural Knowledge Institu- 
tion and sent literature and mis- 
sionaries into many parts of the 
world. It took seven and one-half 
million dollars, which came as 
tithes and offerings from people 
all over the world. It did not come 
through church treasuries. That 
was the hand of God, and those 
who supported the work did right, 
followed the leading of the Spirit. 
It would have been a sin against 
God for selfish men to have hin- 
dered because those tithes did not 
go through a church treasury. 


What shall I say about the great 
radio ministry of Dr. Charles E. 
Fuller, of Dr. M. R. DeHaan, Rev. 
Theodore H. Epp, Dr. Percy Craw- 
ford, Dr. Billy Graham, Jack 
Wyrtzen and others? Those works 
are the work of God. God often 
leads Christians to send tithes and 
offerings to such causes. God’s 
own cause would greatly suffer if 
selfish men, intent on controlling 
the gifts of common church peo- 
ple, should succeed in having their 
way and insisting that God’s tithes 
be spent only _through church 
treasuries and denominational 
channels. 

The great fundamental Bible in- 
stitutes, the independent Chris- 
tian colleges such as Wheaton 
College, Bob Jones University, 
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the Northwestern Schools, Tennes- 
see Temple Bible School, College, 
and Seminary—these are God's 
works. They were founded in vi- 
sion, carried on in faith, and sup- 
ported by love and sacrifice. They 
are the works of God. It would be 
selfish and wicked for anyone to 
suppose that these causes were not 
as dear to God as other causes not 
successful, not so blessed with 
souls, not so anointed with the 
Spirit, but sanctified only because 
they were within denominational 
bounds and included in church 
budgets! 

What about the great faith mis- 
sion work of Hudson Taylor? 
What about the other faith mis- 
sion boards? Countless thousands 
of Christians have felt burdened 
to get the Gospel to millions who 
have never heard, and through 
these anointed agencies of devo- 
ted, Bible-believing Christian 
men and women. The _ so-called 
storehouse plan would curb them, 
starve them, break their influence, 
drown their blessed results. That 
would cause tears in the heart of 
God and leave millions of souls 
unreached who have been saved 
and will be saved through such 
agencies, 

The colossal selfishness of those 
who promote this so-called store- 
house tithing plan, demanding 
that all the tithes must go through 
local church treasuries! I know of 
nothing else comparable to it out- 
side the Catholic church. The 
great radio ministers say, “Go 
tm your own churches. Back up 
vour pastor.4Give to deserving 
causes.” But the blinded pastor 
who demands that all the tithes 
come under his scrutiny, under the 
control of his board or his com- 
mittee, says in effect, “Do not 


out the evangelists. Let God's 
work die in the Bible institutions 
and Christian colleges. Withdraw 
all the missionaries from the for- 
eign mission field who did not go 


through denominational agencies! 


That spirit is selfish and wrong. 
It harms the cause of Christ. 


If any evangelist should say, 
“Starve out the pastors; do not 
give them a penny unless it is ap- 
proved by the evangelist,” I would 
say that is sinful and wrong. When 
the pastors commit the same sin 
about an evangelist, I must say 
that, too, is sinful and wrong. 


If radio preachers should Say, 
“Do not support your pastors. 
They are racketeers. They only 
want your money. Don’t give a 
penny to a pastor unless it is ap- 
proved by a radio preacher.” I 
would say that that was sinful and 
wrong. No group of God’s workers 
ought to claim all of God’s bless- 
ings. No group of God's workers 
ought to set themselves up as bet- 
ter than everybody else and due 
the exclusive support of God's 
people through God’s money. And 
if it is wrong for radio preachers 
to say that kind of a thing, it is 
wrong for pastors to say that kind 
of a thing. 

“But there are racketeers on the 
radio,” some pastor will answer. 
Granted. And there are racket- 
eers among pastors. I know pas- 
tors who do not win a soul from 
one year’s end to another. I know 
pastors who take the money of 
common, sincere, good Christian 
people and feed them with poison, 
with modernism. They mock at 
the deity of Christ. They tear to 
shreds the faith of young people. 
They rob the head of Jesus Christ 
of the crown of deity. Such pas- 


support the radio ministry. Starve 


tors, and there are thousands of 


them, are immoral. racketeers. But 
does that excuse anyone who 
would try to prevent Christian 
people from giving to their own 
godly pastors who deserve | sup- 
port? Then no excuse will justify 
the withdrawing of support from 
godly, God-called, Spirit-filled, 
fruitful evangelists, or radio 
broadcasters, or Christian schools, 


‘or fruitful, orthodox, soul-winning 


mission agencies. 

It is as easy to prove that a city 
rescue mission is doing the work 
of God as to prove that a church 
is doing the work of God. It is of- 
ten as easy to prove that a mis- 
sionary, sent out by a board as in- 
dependent as that group at An- 
tioch who sent out Paul and Bar- 
nabas (Acts 13:1-4) is doing the 
work of God, as to prove it fora 
missionary sent out by any denom- 
inational board in the world. 

Great harm comes to the whole 
cause of Christ by selfish, unscrip- 
tural and heretical teachings like 
the so-called storehouse plan. 


When men teach that every 
Christian is obligated to bring all 
the tithe to the church and let 
that tithe be dispensed according 
to the plan of the church budget, 
or the pastor, or the finance com- 
mittee, or denominational author- 
ities, they teach a tradition of 
men. It dishonors God. That is the 
same sin as the Pharisees com- 
mitted when they insisted that 
the disciples of Jesus and all oth- 
ers must follow the tradition of 
the elders. To follow tradition of 
men instead of the Bible is a sin, 
and it does great harm to Cnhris- 
tians and churches and to the 
cause of Christ. Let Christians 
give according to the Bible, “every 
man as he purposeth in his heart,” 
and according to the leading of 
the Holy Spirit. 
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IN LITTLE SPACE 


AND DARK OAK FINISH 
A remarkable buy at $6.00 per pal 
Ministers may send for a pair ef 
twe weeks approval pian. Guaranteed satisfaction 


WORLD WIDE COLLECTION PLATE COMPANY 
Fairfield, Alabama 


“Hell” and “Heaven” 


Fold paper, cut in center, you have the 
word HELL and the CROSS. Good illustration 
for soul winning; thousands in use. Send 
25c, 1. M. Stout, P. 0. Box 84, High Prairie, 
Alberta, Canada. 
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Testimany of a Young Man's 
Thrilling Struggle for God 


*“God’s Grace to a Roman 
Catholic” 


REV. EDWARD E,. MURPHY 
14339 Hamlin St. 
Van Nuys, Calif. 
30c doz.—$2.00/100 
**50,000 printed in three years’”’ 


VALENTINE DAY 


EASTER 
FOURTH OF JULY 
THANKSGIVING 


Take advantage of the recognized Bearavr tag’ ¢ 
holidays to send the gospel BREYER 171 3: 

to unsaved friends. 
SEND 25c FOR A SELECTION OF 25 


THE BIG BROTHER TRACT BAND-BOX 888-AKRON 9, OHIO 


w 
Need Tape Recorder for 
| 
God’s Work 

I work 12 hours per day making a 
living and live very moderately. Work 4 to 
6 hours for God per day. Tracts, Bibles, 
individual letters and personal visitation— 
spending every dime I can make for the 
work, So the price must be very reasonable. 
Address: E. F. Roberts, 125 Hunnicutt St., 
N. W., Atlanta, Ga. 


FOR YOUR PROTECTION 


Every product and service advertised 
in THE SWORD OF THE LORD is in- 
vestigated and approved. 


“You May Buy With Confidence 
From Our Advertisers’’ 


in ONE Volume! 


endorsed naphtha ee ody by 
vangelists, teachers, lay- 
ie ilen-domenaionts 


ico! Liprary 


Used and 
Bible scholars, 
men and 


‘ 


SCRIPTURE HIGHWAY SIGNS 


AT COST — 4x5 Ft. — $12.50 EA. 


WITH YOUR CHURCH NAME 


When You Write Order the New Booklet 
TELEPHONE EVANGELISM 20¢c ea. 


HIGHWAY EVANGELISTIC CRUSADE 
Dr. Frank Witt, Director 
Box 265, Chattanooga, Tennessee 


NEW TOWELS 
LARGE SIZE VA he 


Assorted Colors. NEW— 
not Seconds. Supply 
limited so order NOW for guaranteed prompt 
delivery. Agents Wanted. Make Big Money. 
TOWEL SHOP, Dept. 862. Box 881, St. Lowis, Mo. 


JRAREST 


Gospel Objec 
Lesson Knowr 


THE STORY OF THE CRUCIFIXION 


Thousands awakened to their need of 
Christ through these inspiring heart-touch- 
ing never failing object lessons. THREE 


i} COMPLETE prepared lessons, chart, direc- 
Also publishers of The Bible in My Everyday Life’ 


tions and story with each order. SURPRISE 
—13 samples. Gifts and Blood test lesson 
with each order. Price 50 cents. Stamps O.K 


EVARETT MILLS—CHILDREN’S FRIENL 
1301 West 58th Place, Los Angeles 44, Calif 
PP Pee eee ce a eee nce 


NEW PORTABLE TYPEWRITER AS 

LOW AS $52.50. New DeLuxe Postcarv 
Duplicator with automatic feed, adjustable 
for size and weight of card or paper, in- 
cluding supply kit $10.75. Extra quire of 
stencils $1.35. Standard and portable type- 
writers—new and rebuilt at special price 
to Sword of the Lord readers. The Type. 
writer Specialists, 5541 S. Ashland Ave.. 
Chicago 36, Ill, GRovehill 6-8100. 


NEW and Used 
Most popular sizes in stock for immediate 
delivery 
Any special size. made to customers order. 
‘rite now for quotations 
ANCHOR SUPPLY COMPANY, INC. 
Evansville, Indiana 


Please Mention 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
When Answering Advertisemenis 


SOUND 
SCRIPTURAL TRACTS 


Ideal for Pastors, Personal Workers 
and Street Meetings 


Send for Samples 
SCRIPTURE TRACT SOCIETY 


Box 164, Marcus Hook, Pa. 
Mention The Sword of the Lord 


RELAX AND FISH 


at a small family resort in Minnesota. 


Modern 3 room cabins only $30.00 a week — 


Operated by Christian couple. Write to 
Chet and June Schmidt, Squantoe Lodge, 
Longville, Minn. 
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Remember to say you saw 
it advertised in 
Baby Billboards 
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Four Great New Tracts 


The Family Altar in the Scriptures— 
Norman V. Williams 
(This is the most unusual tract on the 
family altar you have ever read.) 
{t Beareth Fruit—Bob Jones, Sr. 
Family Religion— Harold Francis Branch 
Jesus, All and in All—Arthur Dyer 
Also five new outstanding deeper life 
tracts. 
Send for free sample copies of the above, 
also other tracts. 
Remember Family Altar Sunday—October 11 


THE FAMILY ALTAR LEAGUE 
52 West Washington — Chicago, Illinois 
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EDWARDS CHURCH FURNITURE 
MANUFACTURING CO. 


CAMDENTON, MISSOURI 


The story of “DYNAMIC KERNELS” in 45 
minute color-sound. Write Perry Hayden, ‘The 
Quaker Miller” Tecumseh, Mich., Dept. St. 
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